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PREFACE. 



Obamuab is, of all studies, the most iminteTestmg 
to ehildren ; they have no idea of the meaning of 
the terms osed, and Yeiy few inqaiie for them- 
sdTes : some feel diseouraged on seeing so mmj 
" hard words/' and others frequently beeome im- 
patient when any explanation ia offered. The 
eompiler of this little yolume lias endeayoured to 
render it as " easy " as possible, and hopes that it 
will proye useful both to the teaeher and pupil. 
Questions and answers haye been adopted as the 
best means of instruetion, whieh plan is eontinued 
as f ar as the rules of syntaz. In the fourth part 
they are resumed. Seyeral of the writer's pupils 
haying made use of Mr. Hunt's Syntax of the 
English Language with mueh adyantage, she was 
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indueed to eopy the roles, and annei them to her 
little book ; they fonn, however, but a very small 
part of that useful work. To Lindley Murray's 
she haa ofteii referredy and to the grammar by the 
Rev. Robert Simson ; also to the Rudiments of 
English Gomposition, by Alexander Reid, a 
volume whieh will be found a valuable acqui- 
sition to the family library. 



AUNT JANE'S GRAMMAR. 



What is grammar ? 

Grammar is the art of apeaking and writing 
eorreetly. 

How is grammar diyided ? 

Grammar is diyided into four parts 

What are they ealled ? 

Orthographyy etymology, syntaa, mdprasody, 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

PART I. 

What do you eall the first part ? 

The first part of grammar is ealled orthography. 

What is orthography ? 

Orthography teaenes the art of spelling. 

From wmit is the word orthography deriyed ? 

From the Greek word orthoa^ whieh means 
straight, ereot, right ; henee, orthography^ the art 
of right spelling. The last part of the word is 
deriyed from the Greek word grapho^ to engraye, 
to yrrite ; henee, araphie, well deseribed. Gramma 
is the Greek word for letter ; henee, grammar, the 
art of eorreet writing. 

How many letters are there in the English 
alphabet ? 

There are twenty-six letters in the English 
alphabet. 

B 3 
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From wliat is the word alphabet deriyed ? 

From alpha and beta^ the first and seeond 
letters of tne Greek alphabet. 

How are these letters divided ? 

Into TOweU and eonsonants. 

Whieli are the 'eoweb ? 

The yowels (whieh liave a perfect sound of them- 
selyes) are, a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes w and y, 

What are all the other letters ealled ? 

The other letters of the alphabet are ealled 
eomonanU, whieh are imperfeGt sounds, and re- 
qmre the help of a yowel. 

Giye me some exampIeB. 

Ay e, i, 0, and u, are perfect, whieh require no 
other letter; a, being the first syUable in the 
word a-gue ; e, in e-yen ; i, in i-tem ; o, in o-pen ; 
and u, in u-sual ; but no word or syllable ean be 
formed of eonsonants alone. 

When are w and y yowels ? 

W and y are yowels when they do not begin a 
word or syllable. 

When are they eonsonants ? 

W and y are eonsonants when they b^n a 
word or syllable. 

Are iD andy yowels or eonsonants in the follow- 
ing words, bow, joy, how-e^er, boy-ish f 

They are yowels, beeause they are plaeed at the 
end of the word or syllable. 

What are they in the following words, wind^ 
year^ yowng, windmiU f 

They are eonsonants, beeause they are plaeed at 
the be^nning of a word or syllable. 
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Prom what is the word wwel derived ? 

Prom the Latin word 'ooealis, a vowel, whieh is 
a sound of itself, and does not reqnire the aid of 
any other letter. 

How are the eonsonants divided ? 

Gonsonants are divided into mutes and semi- 
ratoeh, 

Whieh are the mutea ? 

The mutes are b, p, t, d, k, and e^ and g hard, 
whieh eannot be distinetly sounded without the 
aid of a vowel. 

Whieh are the 8emi'V0ivebf 

The semi-vowels, whieh have an imperfect sound 
of themselves, are,/, /, w», w, r, v, Sy z, x^ and <?, 
anda sofb 

Whieh of the semi-vowels are ealled liquids? 

The liquids are l^ m, n, r, and they are so ealled 
&om their readily uniting with other eonsonants, 
and Aowing into their sounds. 

What are laHah ? 

Those syllables formed by the lips, &om IMum, 
the Latin for lip. 

What are dentak 9 

Those whieh are formed by the teeth, &om dens^ 
dentis, the Latin for tooth. 

What are palatals f 

Those formed by the palate. 

What are nasaU ? 

Those formed through the nose. 

What are guttural sounds f 

Those pronouneed in the throat. 

Prom what is the word guHural derived ? 
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From the Latin word ffuttur, throat. 

What is the word eonsonant deriyed from ? 

From the Latin word eonsonans, eonsonant ; 
sounding with, or together; agreeing with, in 
unison with, or with the aid of another letter. 

What is a diphthong ? 

A diphthong is the union of two vowels pro- 
nouneed by a single sound of the yoiee, as ea, in 
beat, and ou, in sound. 

What is a triphthong ? 

A triphthong is the union of three vowels, pro- 
nouneed in the same manner as the above, as eau^ 
in beau ; ieWy in view. {Tri means three ; from 
the Greek treis, tria ; and &om the Latin, trea, 
tria,) 

What is 2i,proper dipkthong ? 

A proper diphthong is that in whieh both the 
voweis are sounded, as oe, in voice, ou, in ounee. 

What is an improper diphthong 9 

An improper diphthong has but one of the vowels 
sounded, as ea, in eagle ; oa, in eoaL 

What is a syllable f 

A syllable is a sound either simple or eompound, 
pronouneed by a single sound of the voice, being a 
word, or part of a word. 

What is the diflFerence between simple and eom- 
pound ? 

Simple means a single letter, and eompound 
means a syllable eomposed of two or more letters. 

What is a word of one syllable ealled ? 

A word of one syllable is a monosgUoMe, — 
{MonoSy Greek for alone ) 
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What do you eall a word of two syllables ? 

A word of two syllables is a dissyllable, (Dis 
means twiee ; henee, dissyllable. a word of two 
syllables. Greek) 

What is a word of three syllables ealled ? 

A word of three syllables is ealled a trisyUabU. 

(Treis, tria, Greek. Tres, tria, Latin, three.) 

What is a word of fonr or more syllables ealied ? 

A word of fonr or more syllables is a polysyUable. 
{Poly means many, &om the Oieek />o/f^.) 

From what is the word syUabU deriyed ? 

The word syllable is deriyed from the Greek : 
it means as mueh of a word as is nttered by one 
artieulation, or one sonnd of the yoiee. 

What are words ealled whieh eannot be redueed 
to a more simple word ? 

Those words whieh eannot be redueed to a more 
simple word are C2S[^ primitives ; as, many great^ 
free, good. (Primitiye means original, from the 
\asXvcL primusy firsi) 

What is a derimti'ee word ? 

A deriyatiye may be redueed to another word of 

greater simplieity : as, manly may be redueed to 

man, from whieh it is deriyed ; greatness, to great ; 

/reedom, to jfree ; 2iXii goodness, to good. (Deriya- 

tiye means deriyed, or taken from another.) 

ETYMOLOGY. 

PART II. 

What do you eall the seeond part of grammar ? 
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The seeond part 6f grammar is ealled etymology. 

What is etymology ? 

Etymology teaehes the use of the different parts 
of speeeh. 

How mBSij parts o/speeeh are there ? 

There are nine parts of speeeh ; namely, the 
artide, the natm or eubstantire, the ad^eettpe, the 
pronotm, the ^erb, the aeherb, the preposition, the 
eoniunetion, and the interjection. 

From what is the word etymology derived ? 

From the Greek word etwms, tme, gennine ; 
and &om etumon, the genuine origin of a word ; 
also, from etymon, primitive word. 

What is an artiele f 

An artiele is a word plaeed hefore a noun or 
snbstantive ; as, a ehild, an oak, the honse. 

How many artieles are there ? 

There are two artieles ; — a or an^ and the. 

What is a or an ealled ? 

A OT anhB ealled the indejmite artiele. 

What is the meaning of indefinite f 

The word indefinite means, not settled, not 
eertain. 

6ive me an example. 

If you were to teU me to give you a book, no 

Eartieular book having been mentioned, I should 
ring any book whieh I might happen to see. 
Whieh is the definite artiele ? 
The definite artiele the points out some par- 
tieular object. 

What is the meaning of the word definitef 
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Definite means settled or oertain. 

Giye me an example. 

If you were to say, bring me the book, I should 
know what book you meant, beoause it would be 
some book of whieh you had been speaking 

What is the difference between a and an ? 

A is used before words beginnin^ with a eon- 
sonant, as a ehair, a house. An is used before 
words beginning with a yowel and a mute or silent 
h; as, o^ eagle, a^ hour. 

What is a mute or silent h f 

When the h is not aspirated or sounded, it is 
ealled a mute or silent h; as, o» heir, an herb. 

From what is the word artiele deriyed ? 

The word artiele is deriyed from the Qreek 
word aroy to fit, and from the Latin word arttM^ 
a joint, or what may be joined ; as the artiele is 
joined to a noun. 

What is a 8id>stantive or notm f 

A substantiye or noun is the name of anything 
of whieh we ean speak ; aa a ehildy a /army 
mtme, writing^ eduoation^ gramma/r^ goodmss^ &c. 
(Noun is denyed &om the Latin neymeni nominis, 
a name.) 

Of how many kinds are nouns or substantiyes ? 

Nouns or substantiyes are of two kinda, proper 
and eommon. 

Explain the difference. 

Proper nouns or substantiyes are the names of 
persons, as Johnt Eliza ; of plaees, as London, 
Dover ; of riyers, as the Thames ; and of moun- 
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tains, as Snottdon ; and of objects whieh are dis- 
tiimLished by any partienlar name. 

What is a eommon noun or mbsttmtwe f 

A eommon noun or snbstantiye is the name of 
anything in general ; as a man, a toum, a parden, 
a dressy a teatehy an organ, an WMUy &c. 

What is a eolleetwe noun, or noim ofmviUitudef 

A eolleetiye nonn, or notin of multitnde, is so 
ealled beeause it is a number of objects eelleeted 
together ; making but one object ; as a erowd, a 
jwcky an OMembly. 

How are nouns further distin^uished ? 

By gender, munber, ease, and person. 

How many genders are there ? 

There are three genders; the maseuline, the 
feminine, and the nmter, 

What is the maseuline gender? 

The maseuline gender denotes objects of the 
male kind, as a king, a man, a lion, &c. ^ 

What is the/eminine gender? 

The feminine gender denotes objects of the fe« 
male kind, as a gtteen, a tiDoman, a lioness, &c. 

How many methods are there of distinguishing 
the sexes ? 

There are three methods; first, by di£ferent 
words, as, boy, girl ; brother, sister ; early 
eotmtess ; /ather, mother ; son, daughter, &c. : se- 
eondly, by a difference of termination of a word, 
or the ending of a word; as, abbot, abbess ; 
baron, ba/roness ; eount^ eountess ; hero, h&roine ; 
hunter, huntress, &c. : and, thirdly, by prefixing 
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or plaeing before the substantiye or noun, an ad- 
jectiye, a pronoun, or a noun ; as, a man-seryanty 
a maidseTYmt ; a mafe-child, a /^mafe-child ; a 
^-goat, a «A^goat, &c Man, maid; male, and 
/emaley are nouns when made use of alone ; but, 
when those words are plaeed before other nouns, 
they beeome adjectiyes. (He and she are pro- 
noims.) 

What other obseryation haye you to make re- 
speeting nouns ? 

In some eases the same word may be used for 
both genders ; as, parent, ehild ; eouriny Jriend ; 
neiahbaur, sertant, &c. 

£xplain the neuter pender. 

The neuter gender relates to objects whieh are 
neither male nor female ; as, a ehairy a desk^ an 
orangey the earpet, &c. 

Are not he and she sometimes used for objects 
of the neuter gender ? 

Yes ; in figuratiye language, the sun is maseu- 
line, and the moan feminine ; ship is also femi- 
nine ; time is maseuline, and mrtue feminine. 

What do you mean hj Jiffurative, or aftffure o/ 
speeehl 

Piguratiye languao;e, or a figare of speeeh, is 
the same as an emblem or representation. 

What is a noim abstraet f 

A noun abstraet is a name giyen to things whieh 
exist only in the mind or understanding ; as, 
mrtue, glory, honour, 

What are epieene nouns f 

c 
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Epieene nouns may be nsed for both sexes ; as^ 
an eaaUy a sparrow, a mmsey a m^, a ca;t, 

Wnat is tne meaning of the word gender f 

It is the same as the Latin word gmm^ whieh 
means a kind, a sort. 

How many nurnbers are there ? 

There are two numbers, the singular and 
thepltMral. 

£xplain them. 

The singular nnmber means one single person 
or thing; as, a girl, a home ; and the plnral 
nnmber more than one ; as, girb, houses. 

How is the piural of nonns generally formed ? 

The plural of nonns is generally forQ^ed by 
adding the letter s to the singolar ; as, singular, 
book ; plural, booka ; singular, tree ; plural, trees. 

Is the plural always formed by adding s ? 

Not always : those words wmeh end in a?, ek 
soft, shy 88y and s, take es in the plural ; as boa?^ 
bowes; ehureh, ehurehes ; lash, lashes ; kiss, kisses; 
rebus, rebuses, {Rebus, a kind of riddle, a word 
represented by a pieture ) 

How do you form the plural of those words 
ending in ch hard ? 

Those words whieh end in ch hard, take only s 
in the plural ; as, mona/reh, monarehs ; distieh, 
distiehs. — {Ch hard, or sounding like k.) 

{Distieh, in poetry, a eouplet, a eouple of lines. 
Dis is the Greek for twiee.) 

Name some nouns whieh are only used in the 
singular number. 
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The following are always sdngolar : wheat,pitchy 
goldy pridBy sloth. 

Name some nonns wliieli are always plu/ral. 

The following are always pliural: beUowSy 
sdssors, ashesy riehes. 

Mention some whieh are the eame in both 
mmbers. 

The following are the same in both numbers : 
deer, sheep, strine. 

When noons end in o, how is the plural gene- 
rally f ormed ? 

iNoims ending in o often take es to form the 
plural ; B&ypotatOy potatoes : ca/rgOy eargoes ; herOy 
heroes ; wneanOy wleanoes ; mani/estOy mani/es- 
toes ; wOy woes ; bnt /oliOy nuneioy ptmetUiOy and 
seragliOy take only s. 

How are nonns ending in f ot fe rendered 
plural? 

Nouns ending m f oi fe ehange those termi- 
nations into tes ; as, loafy hates ; halfy hahes ; 
wi/hy wives ; but ffriefy reliety reproofy and some 
others, are exceptions, and take s ; also those 
words ending in ffy as, ruffy ruffs ; muffy muffs ; 
but the plum of staffi3 staws. 

How do you form the plural of words ending 
in y ? 

Those ending in y, with no other yowel in the 
same syllable, ehange the y into ies ; as, beautyy 
beauties ; flyy flie8 ; but when there is another 
Yowel in the syllable the y is not ehanged, as, keyy 
keys; delayy aelays. 
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Are there any other exceptions to the general 
rule? 

Tes ; some nonns beeome plural by ehanging a 
into e; as, man^ men; woma/n,^ womm; ald&rman, 
eddermen. The ploral of oa is oaseny and ehild, 
Mldren ; brother, brothers or brethren. Some- 
times 00 is ehanged into ee ; as, /oot, /eet ; ^oose, 
geese ; tooth, teeth ; mouse makes miee ; penny, 
penee^ or pennies, when the eoin is meant ; die, 
diee ; whieh are used for playing ; and die, dies, 
for eoining. The word news is generally eonsi- 
dered sinenlar. The word meana is nsed for either 
singDlar or plural. 

Prom what is the word plural deriyed ? 

From plusy plurisy Latin for more, eontraeted 
from the Greek, polus^ many. 

What is the meaning of ease f 

Case means the state or position of a noun in a 
sentenee. 

How many eases haye nouns ? 

Nouns haye three eases ; the nominati'oey the 
po88e88ivey and the objective. 

Explain the nominai;ive ease. 

The nominatiye names, or expresses the name of 
a thing, or the subject of the yerb ; as, the moon 
shines ; the ehild leams. It answers to the ques- 
tion who ; as, Who leams ? — The ehild, is the 
answer. 

What ease is moon in the foregoing sentenee ? 

Moon is the nominatiye ease, and is plaeed be- 
fore the word shines, whieh is a yerb. 
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What ease is ehild in the sentenee before men- 
tioned ? 

Ghild is the nominatiye ease, and is plaeed be- 
fore the word leams, whieh is a yerb. 

Do you know what a verb is ? 

Whatever I do is a verb ; as, I eat, I play, I 
learn ; or, to eaty to play, to leam. 

Tell me the parts oi speeeh of the following 
words : — The moon shines; the ehHd learm. 

The is an artiole definite, and it points ont a 
partieular object — the moon, before whieh it is 
plaeed ; moon is a nonn or sabstantive, beeause I 
ean speak of it, and see it ; and shines is a verb. 
The 18 a definite artiele, ehild is a noun or sub- 
stantive, and leams is a verb, beeause whatever 
ean be done is a verb. 

Why is the nominative ease ealled the a^ent f 

The nominative oase is ealled the agent, beeause 
the word agent means a person who aets. Ex- 
ample : — Ellm leams, she plays, she laughs. 

What is the posaessiTe ease ? 

The possessive ease denotes something belonging 
to a person orthing : it is so ealled beeause it refers 
to po^session or property. It is generally formed 
by adding an s with an apostrophe, as Janes book, 
or, the book of , or belonging to, Jane ; my mother's 
house, or, the house of my mother. The sign of 
the possessive oase is o/! It is also ealled the 
ffenitive ease. 

Where is the apostrophe plaeed in the singular 
nomber ? 

3 
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The apostrophe is plaeed beTore the 8 in the sin- 
golar nnmber; a£i, my/eUher's honse, mj sister*8 

Where is the apostrophe plaeed in the plnral 
nnmber ? 

The apostrophe is plaoed after the letter s in 
the plnral nnmber, as, the pirb' sehool, meaning 
the sehool of the girls ; the boys' holiday, or, the 
holiday of the boys. 

Haye yon any other obseryation to make re- 
speeting the possessiye ease ? 

In the possessiye ease, when the plnral ends in 
s, it is not neeessary to add another «, bnt the 
apostrophe mnst be nsed, and plaoed after the s ; 
as, eiMles' eyes, or the eyes of eagles. 

Where is the apostrophe plaeed if the word 
ends inss? 

When a word ends in «8 no other s is added ; 
bnt the apostrophe mnst be retained, and plaeed 
after the ss ; as, for guietness' sake, or, for the 
sake of qnietness. 

Is the apostrophe always plaeed aAer the s in 
the plnral nnmber of the possessiye ease ? 

No ; the apostrophe is plaeed before the «, both 
in the singnlar and plnral, when they are diSerently 
spelt ; as, the man's honse, the men's indnstry ; 
vie vxmafCs ehild, the women^s work. 

What is the objective ease ? 

The objectiye ease is the object of the yerb, or 
the object aeted npon, and generally foIIows a yerb- 
aotiye or a preposition ; as, Eliza teaehes Mary, 
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Eliza is the agent, or nominatiye ease, plaeed be- 
fore the yerb teaehes ; and Mary is the objectiye 
ease, or object aeted npon, and eomes after the 
yerb. 

Whieh is the objectiye ease in the following 
sentenee — ^Jane takes eare of Julia ? 

Jnlia is the objectiye ease, and follows the pre- 
position, of, The objectiye ease answers to the 
anestion, whom : as, whom do you teaeh ? — My 
sister, is the answer. Sister is the objectiye ease. 

What is the objectiye ease sometimes ealled ? 

The objectiye is sometimes ealled the aeematii^ 
ease. 

All nonns are of the third person, either sin- 
gular or plnraL 

What is an adjective ? 

An adjectiye is a werd added to a nonn, to ex- 
press the qnality or state of the noun, as a ffood 
girl, a ripe peaen, a larpe room, 2i,Jine day. 

Point ont the adjectiyes yon haye named, and 
those in the following sentenee : — I saw a beauti/td 
tree, growing near an old eastle, on a hiffh hill. 

What do yon mean by eomparison ? 

Oomparing one object with another. 

How many degrees of eomparison haye adjec<- 
tiyes ? 

There are, properly speaking, only two, the 
eomparati^e and the superl(itive, bnt we gene- 
rally say there are three, the positive, the eom- 
paratire, and the 8uperlative, 

Giye me some examples. 
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I speak positwely wlien I say, this nmslin is 
white ; and when I eompare it witli paper, I say, 
that paper is whiter ; therefore, whiter is eompa- 
ratiye ; but, as snow is whitest, I eall whitest super- 
latiye. The superlatiye is either the highest or 
lowest in degree. 

Repeat the examples. 

Positiye, this muslin is white ; eomparatiye, that 
paper is whiter ; superlatiye, snow is whitest 

How do you form the eomparatiye of words of 
one syllable ? 

The eomparatiye of words of one syllable is some- 
times formed by adding r, or er, to the positiye ; 
as, positiye, tinse; eomparatiye, wiser ; positiye, 
ffreat ; eomparatiye, greater, 

How is the mperlati^e formed ? 

The superlatiye is formed by adding st ot estto 
the positiye; as, positiye, ttise; superlatiye, wisest; 
positiye^ preat ; superlatiye, greatest, 

How are adjectiyes of more than one syllable 
eompared ? 

Adjectiyes of more than one syllable are eom- 
pared by the words more and most ; as, positiye, 
generom ; eomparatiye, more generous ; superla- 
tiye, most generous, 

Are there any exceptions to these rules ? 

Yes ; the following adjectiyes are irregular, and 
diSer from the general rule ; as, positiye, good, 
eomparatiye, better, superlatiye, best ; bad, worse, 
worst ; little, less, least ; mueh or many, more, 
most ; nea/Ty nearer^ nearest or neat ; late, later, 
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latest or lasi ; old^ older or elder ; eldest or ddest; 
and some others. 

Wlien do adjectiyes beeome substantiyes ? 

An adjectiye withont a substantiye, baying the 
artiele the before it, beeomes a substantiye ; as, 
" Gultiyate the Mendship of the ffood, and ayoid 
the soeiety of the bad." Good and bad are nouns 
in this sentenee. 

Do nouns eyer beeome adjectiyes ? 

Some nouns, when plaeed before other nouns, 
take the nature of adjectiyes ; ss, sea-yreeAy mne- 
bottle, £ay-field, manor-houae. 

Are there any other adieetiyes ? 

There are adjectiyes of number ; as, one, two, 
three, /otir, /he, 8uCy &c., whieh are ealled eardinal 
numbers ; also, the ordinal ntmbers, fir9t, seeond, 
third, &c. are adjectiyes. 

What is ^pronoun ? 

A pronoun is a word used instead of a noun. 

What is the meaning of pronoun ? 

Pro is the Latin for the word/br ; and noun 
means name, 

Explain the use of a pronoun. 

If 1 were to say, Edward is a good boy, Ed- 
ward is yery obedient, and pays great attention to 
Edward's lessons ; you would be tired of hearing 
the word Edward repeated so often. 

What word should you use instead ? 

The pronoun he; therefore I should say, Ed- 
ward is a good boy ; he is yery obedient, and pays 
great attention to his lessons. 
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Is there any otlier prononn in the sentenee ? 

Tes ; hi8 is also a pronoun. 

How many kinds of prononns are there ? 

There are three kinds of pronoons ; Hiepersonaly 
the relative, and the demanstrati^e. 

What 2iXQ personal ]^(moum ? 

Those pronouns whieh relate to persons. 

How many personal prononns are there ? 

There are fiye personal pronouns : /, is the first 
person ; thaUy is the seeond person ; he^ the third 
person singolar for the masemine ^ender, and she, 
the third person singolar for the &minine gender. 
The prononn it is also the third person smgolar 
for the nenter. When speaking of myself, I say, 
/ or mey whieh is the first person. Thm or theey 
being spoken to, is the seeond person ; and h^ or 
him, being spoken of, is the thwl person maseu- 
line ; and she and her^ whieh are feminine. 

What pronouns are used in the plural number ? 

We and usy forthe first person plural ; ye oryauy 
for the seeond ; and th^ and them^ for the tbird. 

Whieh of the personal pronouns admit of ^nder? 

tiender has respeet to the third person smgolar 
only ; he and him are maseuline ; ahe and h^ are 
feminine ; and it is neuter ; but the third person 
plural, they or themy is used for the maseuline, 
feminine, and neuter. 

How many nimbers haye pronouns ? 

Pronouns'haye two numbers, the singidar and 
the plureU. 

How many persons are there in eaeh number ? 
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There are three persons in eaeh number : three 
in the singular and three in the plnral. In the 
singolar nnmber, / is the first person ; thou is 
the seeond ; and he^ she^ or it is the third. In 
the plnral, we is the first person ; y$^ or you is 
the seeond ; and they is the third. 

Of what do personal prononns admit ? 

Personal prononns admit of person, number, 
ffender, and ease. 

How many easea haye personal pronouns ? 

Personal pronouns haye three eases ; first, the 
7Kminative ease, whioh is generally plaeed be- 
fore the yerb, and answers to the question who ; 
as, Who teaehes Garoline? The answer is, / 
teaeh her: / being the nominatiye ease. Se- 
eondly, the posmsi^e oase, whieh denotes posses- 
sion or property, and whieh answers to the question 
whose ; as, Whose is it ? The answer is, miney or 
his, ours, &c., aeeording to the person. Thirdly, 
the objectiTe ease, whieh answers to the auestion 
whom ; as, To whom are you writing ? The an- 
swer is, To him, to her^ to them, &c. 

Why is the nominatiye ease so ealled ? 

Beeause it names or deelares : the word nomi- 
nate has the same meaning ; it means, to name. 

Why is the objectiye so ealled ? 

Beeause it is the object aeted upon by the nomin- 
atiye or agent. 

Giye me an example. 

She reproyes me : she is the nominatiye, and is 
plaeed belbre the yerb ; me is the object aeted upon. 
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What is the meamns of the word deeline f 
Jn grammar, to deehne, is to alter or vary. 
Deeune the personal pronouns. 

Pirst Person Sing. . NominatiTO Gase. I. Plural, We. 

Possessiye Oase . Mine. Plural, Ours. 
Objective Case . Me. Plural, Us. 

Seeond Person Sing. Nominative . Thou. Plura], Ye or you. 

Possessiye . . Thine.Plural, Yours. 
Objective . . Thee. Plural, You. 

ThirdPers.Sin.Mas. Nominative . . He. Plural, They. 

Posse8sive . . His. Plural, Theirs. 
Objective . . Him. Plural, Them. 

ThirdPers.Sin.rem.Nominative . . She. Plural, They. 

Pos8e8sive . . Hers. Plural, Theirs. 
Objective . . . Her. Plural, Them. 

ThirdPers.Sin.Neut.Nominative . . It. Plural, They. 

Posse88ive . . Its. Plural, Theirs. 
Objective . . . It. Plural, Them. 

Whieh are the relative pronouns f 

The relatiye prononus are, who^ whiehy and that 

Why are they ealled relatiye pronouns ? 

They are ealled relatiye pronouns beeause they 
relate to some person or thing akeady mentioned. 

Whieh of them relate to persons ? 

Who and that relate to persons. 

And whieh of them refer to things ? 

Whieh and that relate, or refer to things. 

Giye me an example on the word who, 

That man is a Mend who helps his neighbour : 
who relates to the word man, at the beginning of 
the sentenee. 

Is the pronoun who singular or plural ? 

Who is of both numbers, and is thus deelined : 
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NominatiYe, Who. 
Possessiye, Whose. 
Objective, Whom. 
Who, whose, and whom, relate to persons. 

Does the relative always refer to some word ante- 
eedent, or going before ? 

No ; the relative pronoun, when used interro- 
gatively, relates to a word or phrase not anteeedent, 
but subsequent, or eoming affcer ; as, Whose knife 
is this ? — It is Jane's. Who gave it to her ? — Her 
sister. Of whom was it purehased ? — Of Mr. Smith. 
Whose is sometimes used as the possessive ease of 
whieh, 

What is the meaning of anteeedent ? 

It means going before : ante is the Latin for 
before. 

What is the meaning of mbseguent ? 

Something whieh foUows. 

Give me an example of the word whieh, 

The bird whieh my unele gave me died yester- 
day. The relative pronoun whieh relates to the 
word bird, at the beginning of the sentenee. The 
pronoun whieh is applied to irrational animals and 
manimate things ; as the tree whieh bears fruit ; 
the house whieh I saw to-day. 

How is the word that appued ? 

The relative pronoun that may be applied both 
to persons and things, to avoid the too £requent 
use of who and whieh 

Give me an example. 

The little girl who lives with her aunt, and that 

D 
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speaks Italian, is not so old as I am. The dog 
whieh belongs to Isabella, and that sayed her life, 
is a faithfiLl animal. The honse whieh was bnmt 
last night was nninhabited, or the honse that was 
bnmt, &c. 

Deseribe the word what. 

What is a eomponnd relatiye, inelnding both 
the anteoedent and the relatiye ; meaning, that 
whieh. 

What is the meaning of eompound ? 

The word eomponnd means eomposed of two or 
more words. 

What is the meaning of relati'oe ? 

Haying relation to some word, or belonging to 
some word already spoken of, or nnderstood. 

Giye me an example. 

This is what I wanted ; or, this is the thin^ 
whieh I wanted : so that the word what may l)e 
said to be eomposed of the nonn thin^ and the 
relatiye prononn whieh. 

What are interrogatiee prononns ? 

Interrogatiye prononns are those whieh are used 
in asking qnestions: they are, who, whieh^ and 
what ; as, Who is in the parlonr ? Whieh is yotur 
book ? What are yon wnting ? Interrogate is to 
ask qnestions. 

What are adjecti^e prononns ? 

Adjectiye prononns are of a mixed natnre, par- 
taking of the natnre both of prononns and ad- 
jectiyes. Adjectiye prononns are so ealled beeause 
they are added to nonns 
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Adjectiye means added or joined. 

How many kinds of adjectiye pronouns are 
tliere ? 

There are fonr kinde of adjectiye-prononn8 : the 
passessiTey the distrilmiiw, and the indefinite. 

Whieh are the possessiTe pronouns ? 

The posseBsiye prononns are those whieh relate 
to possession or property. 

How many are there ? 

There are seyen possessiye prononns; namely, 
^y> ^Ay» ^^9 ^9 ^^9 your, theiTy and they gene- 
rsuly preeede a nonn ; as, my book, thy mother, 
kis sister, her work, atir sitnation, your goodness, 
their brothers. Its may also be eonsideiid a pos- 
sessiye pronoiin ; as, its beanty, when speaking of 
a Aower or other objects. In the Holy Seriptnres, 
mine and thine are more fireqnently nsed than my 
and thy, before a yowel or silent h; as, mine honr, 
mine iniqnities, thine anger. 

Whieh are the distributiw prononns ? 

The distribntiye are those whieh denote the 
persons or things that make np a number, used 
separately or singly. They are eaeh^ eeery^ either ; 
as, ea>ch of my pnpils ; ecerv ehild is answerable 
for his eondnet. 1 do not know either of them. 
E(ich relates to two or more persons or things, and 
si£nifies either of the two ; or one of a nnmber, 
tsS:en separately. Every rdates to seyeral persons 
or things. Bither relates only to two persons or 
ihings taken separately, and means the one or the 
other; therefore yon eannot say either of the 
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three. Ndther means, not either, not one nor the 
other. 

Whieh are the demomtratwe pronouns ? 

The demonstratiye pronouns, whieh point out 
partieular objects, are this and that ; as, this 
book ; that house. 

What is the plural of thia ? 

The plural of this is these ; singolar, this slate ; 
plural, these slates. 

What is the plural of that ? 

Those is the plural of that: singular, that 
peaeh ; plural, those peaehes. 

What distinetion is there between this and 
that? 

The pronoun this refers to the nearest person or 
thing ; and that to the most distant ; as, This 
ehild has more applioation than that. This also 
relates to the latter or last thing mentioned, and 
that to the former or first-mentioned ; as, Both 
wealth and poyerty are temptations ; that tends 
to excite pride, this disoontent : {that relates to 
wealth, and this to poverty.) 

hx^former and laiter pronouns ? 

No ; in the foIIowing example they are adjectives, 
used substantiyely : — " It was fortunate for Rome 
that Fabius eontinued in eommand with Minueius ; 
the eoolness and deeision of the /orwz^r eheeked the 
impetuosity of the latter" 

What are indefinite pronouns ? 

The indefiiute pronouns are used in a general or 
indefinite manner, without naming any partieular 
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person or object. They are eaeh, eeery^ one, none^ 
other, another, either, some, any, aU, meh. 

Whieh of these pronomis admit of yariation ? 

Only the words one and other are yaried The 
word on^ has a possessiye ea^e, whieh it forms in 
the same manner as nonns, by an apostrophio 8 ; 
^, <me, one'». This word Bomitimes means people 
at large, and also has a peenliar reference to the 
person who is speaking ; as, One is apt to think of 
one's self. It is often nsed in the plnral number ; 
as, The great ones of the world ; The little onea 
are welL 

Other is deolined thns : — 

Singular. Plural. 

NominatiTe . Otner. Others. 

Possessiye. . Other's. Others'. 

Objective . . Other. Others. 

What iaB,terb? 

Whateyer ean be done is a verb. 

Oiye me some examples. 

I leam, or am leaming ; she readsy or is read' 
ing ; they walk, or are waUdng. 

How many kinds of yerbs are there ? 

Yerbs are of three kinds ; aeti^^, pamte, and 
neuter. 

What is a yerb active ? 

A yerb aetiye expresses an aetion ; as, I te(zch 
Mary. 

What do you mean by the word agent ? 

An a^ent is a person who aets. 

Whieh is the age^t in the sentenee, / teaeh 
Mary? 

D 3 
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The pronoun / is the agent, beeause it aets. / 
is also the nominative ease, plaeed before the yerb 
teaeh. Mary is the object aeted upon, therefore 
Mary is the objectiye ease, and eomes after the 
yerb tea>ch, 

Why is a verb active also ealled tranaithe ? 

The yerb active is ealled transitiye beeause the 
aetion passes over to the obieet ; as, I strike the 
table. Transitiye means haying the power of 
passing. 

What is a verb passwe ? 

A passiye verb is the aetion passing £rom one 
object to another ; as, Ellen is taught by me ; The 
ehild is beloved by her. 

How may you distinguish a verb active from a 
verb pa88ive ? 

A verb active has always an object to aet upon ; 
it has usually a pronoun nominative before it, and 
a noun or pronoun in the objective ease after it ; 
as, I eat bread ; she teaehes me. A verb passiye 
denotes suATering, or the reeeiying of an aetion, 
and not the doing of it ; as, He i» oppressed ; they 
are suffering ; eaeh sentenee having a pronoun 
nominatiye, a verb, and a partieiple. 

What is a verb neuter ? 

A yerb neuter expresses neither aetion nor suffer- 
ing ; but being, or a state of being ; as, I am, I 
rest, he sleeps, she stands, 

How may you know a verb neuter ? 

A verb neuter does not admit of the objective 

se atter it. 
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Why are neuter verbs ealled intransitwe ? 

Neuter yerbs may be ealled intransitiye, beeause 
the effect is confined to the subject, and does not 
pass oyer to any other object ; as, I sleep, they sit 

What is the meaning of the word aumliwry'? 

The word au^iliary means helping. 

What are auxiliary yerbs ? 

Auxiliary yerbs are those whieh hdp to eon- 
ju2ate other yerbs ; there are nine. 

W hieh are the auxiliary yerbs ? 

The auxiliary yerbs are, doy be, kave, ahalL, will, 
may, ean^ with their yariations; and let and 
mu8t, whieh haye no yariation, or whieh eannot be 
ehanged or altered to any other tense. 

How are the auxiliary yerbs conjugated ? 

Some haye a present and a past tense ; as, To 
have, to be, to do, Ex.: — To have: present, / 
have; past, / had, Present of the yerb to be, 
I am ; past, / «taw. Present, J do; past, / did. 
Some auxiliary yerbs haye an absolute and eon- 
ditional form ; as shall, will, may, and ean, Let 
and must haye only a present tense. 

What do these yerbs signify ? 

To have, signifies possession ; to be, existence ; 
to do, aetion ; shaM and will, what remains to be 
done, or the future ; may, possibility ; ean, power ; 
let, permission ; and mmt, neeessity. 

Are the yerbs to have, to be, and to do, always 
auxiliaries ? 

No ; to have, to be, and to do are sometimes 
prineipal yerbs. When they are followed by a 
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yerb or a partieiple, they are aaxiliaries, beeause 
they help the yerb to form its moods or tenses ; aa, 
/ hame tealkedy I had walked ; I am phased, 1 
was pleased ; I do admit, I did admit. 

From what Latin word is 9e9*b deriyed ? 

Verb is deriyed from mrbtm, the Latin for word. 

What belong to yerbs ? 

To yerbs bdiong numbery persany moody and 
tense. 

How many numbers haye yerbs ? 

Yerbs haye two nnmbers ; the ringtdar and the 
plmral ; singolar, / read, tiau readeety he reads ; 
plnral, we read, you read, they read. 

How many persons haye yerbs ? 

Yerbs haye three persons in eaeh nmnber ; as, / 
hear, thou hearest, he hears ; toe hear^ you hear, 
they hear. 

What is the meaning of mood ? 

Mood or mode is deriyed from the Latin word 
modus ; whieh means, manner or model : th^re- 
fore, in grammar, the mood is the form or state of 
the yerb, showing its yarions modifications and 
yariations 

How many moods haye yerbs ? 

Yerbs haye six moods ; the indieaHte, the po^ 
tential, the 8ubjwncti'de, the imperatit^e, the in^ 
finitive, and the partidpial. 

What is the indieati^ mood ? 

The indieatiye mood simply deelares, affirms, or 
denies ; as, / danee, I do not danee. The word 
indieatiye is deriyed &om indieate, to show. 
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What is the potmtial mood ? 

The potential mood implies possibility, liberty, 
will, power, or obligation ; as, Imaysing; he ean 
go ; he would ride ; they should play, (From 
potens, the Latin for able.) 

What is the 8ubjunctiDe mood ? 

The subjunctive mood implies a doubt or suppo- 
sition, and must have a conjunction in the sen- 
tenee, expre8sed or understood ; as, I/yon ride, I 
will walk ; I will persevere, though there are diffi- 
eulties to eneounter ; Were they employed, they 
would be happier ; that is, Ti^they were employed. 

What is the imperative mood ? 

The imperative mood eommands, exhorts, en- 
treats, or permits ; as, Learn your lesson ; Avoid 
bad example ; Listen to my request ; Pass on be- 
fore me. 

What is the infinitive mood? 

The infinitive mood expresses a thing in a ge- 
neral and unlimited manner, without any dis- 
tinetion of number or person, and generally has 
the preposition to before it ; as, to go ; to laugh ; 
to learn, 

What is the sign of the infinitive mood ? 

The word to is the sign of the infinitive mood. 
Infinitive means unconfined. 

What is the partieipial mood of a verb, or par- 
tieiple ? 

The partieiple is so ealled beeause it partakes 
of the nature both of the verb and the aajective. 
It Bometimes follows a verb ; as, I am reading ; 
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I haye tteMed. Sometimes it is plaeed at the be- 
giiming of a sentenoe ; as, Applauded for his 
genius, he beeame eareless. 

How many partieiples are there ? 

There are three partieiples : the present or ac- 
tiye, the perfect or passiye, and tiie eompoimd 
perfect. 

What is the €U>ti9e or present partieiple ? 

The present or aetwe partieiple is so ealled be- 
eanse it is being done at this present time ; aa, I 
am leaming ; lou are taUeing, It signifies im- 
perfect aetion, or an aetion begon and not ended ; 
as, I am reading a letter ; He was writing a book. 

How may the present partieiple be known ? 

The present or aetiye partidple always ends 
ming. 

"Wnat is iSiQperfect partieiple ? 

The perfect or passiye partieiple signifies an ac- 
tion fimshed or eompleted ; as, I haye eopied this 
writing ; The letter ia^inished, 

What is the eampotmd per/eet partieiple ? 

The eompound perfect eonsists of two parti- 
eiples, (Sometimes of three ; as, Hamng writt&n ; 
/eding /atigued ; hamng been reguested. 

What is the distinetion between the perfect par- 
tieiple and the passiye partieiple ? 

When a partieiple is joined to the yerb to haye, 
it is perfect ; but when joined to the yerb to be, 
it is passiye. 

From what is the word partioiple deriyed ? 

From the Latin para, a part, and eapio, I take. 
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What is the meamng of the word tense ? 

Tense relates to time. The word t^oise is de- 
riyed from the French temps, and the Latin temptiSy 
time. 

How is time distingoished ? 

Time is present, pasty and futme ; but gram- 
marians, to mark it more aeenrately, make it to 
eonsist of six yariations ; namely, the present ; the 
present perfect ; the past ; the past perfect ; the 
iuture ; and the future perfect. 

Explain the present tense. 

The present tense represents what is going on at 
the present time, or whateyer happens generally ; 
as, / torite ; I am teaehing ; I do improne, The 
signs are, dOy am, and have, 

What is the present perfect ? 

The present perfect represents an aetion or eyent 
eompleted at a point of time ineluding the present ; 
as, I ha^e written my exercise ; She hm impro^ed 
mueh sinee she has heen in France. 

Explain the past tense, 

The past tense represents an aetion as past ; as, 
I torote ; I teas reading ; I did apply. Did^ was^ 
and had, are its signs. 

What is the pa>st perfect ? 

The past perteet represents an aetion as past and 
finishedbefore some other eyent happened; as, I 
had written my theme before she eame to sehooL 

What is thefuture tense ? 

The future tense refers to a future time ; as, 
The sun mU set at eight o'eloek ; I sAall go to 
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London to-morrow. The signs of the fature tense 
are shaU and trt^. 

Explain iSie future perfect, 

The fatare perfect intimates that an aetion will 
be eompleted at or before the time of another future 
aotion or eyent ; as, I shaU hate finished by the 
time you retom ; she wiU ha'oe written her French 
exercise before our master arriyes. 

What do you mean by the conjugaiion of a yerb ? 

The conjugation of a yerb is the arrangement of 
its seyeral numbers, persons, moods, and tenses. 

Can you tell me the difference between a regular 
and an irreguiar yerb ? 

A regular yerb may be known by adding ed to 
the past tense and to the past partieiple ; or only 
dy wnen the yerb ends in e ; as, present tense, I 
&your ; past tense, I fayoura2 ; partieiple past, 
fayour«i. Present, I arriye ; past, I arriy^? : paat 
partieiple, arriy^. 

How may you know an irregular yerb ? 

An irregular yerb does not form its past tense 
and past partieiple by the addition of ^ or ^ to 
the infinitiye ; as, 

Partidple Paat. 
Begun. 
Known. 

Irregular yerbs are of yarious kinds : some haye 
the present, the past tense, and past partieiple the 
same ; as, 

Partieiple Past, 

C08t. 

Put. 



Preaent 


Paat. 


1 begin. 


I began. 


I know. 


I knew. 



Preaent. 


Past. 


C08t. 


C08t. 


Put. 


Put. 
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Some haye the paat tense and partieiple just the 
same. 

Preaent. Peut. Partidple Peut. 

Abide. Abode. Abode. 

Sell. Sold. Sold. 

Others haye not the past tense and partieiple 
past alike ; as, 

Present. Ptut. Partieiple P<ut. 

Arise. Arose. Arisen. 

Blow. Blew. Blown. 

Some yerbs beeome irreenlar by eontraetion ; as, 
feed, /ed ; leaye, left ; others, by the termination 
en ; as, fall, fell, fall^ ; ougkt or aught ; as, bny, 
bomkt ; teaeh, taught^ &c. &c. 

W hat are defective yerbs ? 

Defectiye yerbs are those whieh are used only in 
some of the moods and tenses ; as, 

Present. Paet Partieipie Patt. 

Can. Could. — 

May. Might. — 

Shall. Should. — 

WiU. Wotdd. — 

Must. Mu8t. — > 

Ought. Ought. — 

— Quoth. — 

Gonjngation of the nenter yerb, To bb, as a prin- 
eipal yerb. 

Indieatiye Mood. 

Present Tenae. 
Singular. Plural. 

1. Pers. I am. 1 . We are. 

2. Pers. Thou art. 2. Te or you are. 

3. Pers. He, she, or it, is. 3. They are. 

Present Perfect. 

1. I haTe been. l. We haye been. 

2. Thou hast been. 2. Tou haye been. 

3. He has or hath been. 3. They haye been. 

E 
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Past, or Imperfect Terue. 

Singular. Plural. 

1. I was. 1. We were. 

2. Thou wast. 2. You were. 
8. Hewas. 3. Theywere. 

Paet Peffectf or Phqferfect Tenee, 

1. I had been. 1. We had been. 

2. Thou hadst been. 2. Tou had been. 

3. Hehadbeen. 3. Theyhadbeen. 

FiratFuture Tenae, 

1. I shall or will be. 1. We shall or will be. 

2. Thou shalt or wilt be. 2. Tou shall or will be. 
8. He shall or will be. 3. They shall or will be. 

Puture Perfectf or Seeond Puiure Tenee, 

1. I shall or will haTe been. 1 . We shall or will haTe been. 

2. Thou shalt or wilthaye'been. 2. Tou shall or will haye been. 
8. He shall or will haye been. 3. They shall or will hayebeen. 

Potential Mood. 

Preaent Tenee, 

1. I may or ean be. 1. We may or ean be. 

2. Thou mayst or eanst be. 2. Tou may or ean be. 
8. He may or ean be. 3. They may or ean be. 

Preeent Perfect, 

1. I may or ean haye been. 1. We may or ean haye been. 

2. Thou mayst or eanst haye 2. Tou may or ean haye 

been. been. 

3. He may or ean haye been. 3. Theymayoreanhayebeen. 

Ptutt or Impeffect Tense. 

1. I might, eould, would, or 1. We misht, eould, would, or 

should be. shoiud be. 

2. Thou mightst, oouldst, 2. Tou might, eould, would, 

wouldst, or shouldst be. or should be. 

3. He might, eould, would, or 3. They might, eould, would, 

should be. or should be. 

Paat Perfect, or Pluperfect, 

1. I might, &c. haye been. 1. We mi^ht, Ac. have been. 

2. Thoumightst.&e.haTebeen. 2. Tou mi^ht, &c. have been. 

3. He might, &c. haye been. 3. They might, &c. have been. 
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SabjaiictiTe Mood. 

Presmt Tenae» 
SiBgular. Plur&i. 

1. If I be. 1. If we be. 

2. If thou be. 2. If you be. 

3. If he, she, or it, be. 3. If they be. 

It>^erfect, or Paat. 

1. "Were I, or if I were. 1. Were we, or if we were. 

2. Wert thou, or if thou wert. 2. Were you, or if you were. 

3. Were he, or if he were. 3. Were they, or if they were. 

In some grammars tlie Imperatiye Mood is 
printed as follows : — 

Imperatiye Mood. 

1. Let me be. 1. Let us be. 

2. Be thou, or do thou be. 2. Be ye or you, or do ye be. 

3. Let him or her be. 3. Let tiiem be. 

Bat strietly speaking, the imperatiye mood ean- 
not haye three persons ; as a eommand ean only 
be addressed to the seeond person. 

Imperatiye Mood. 

2. Be, be thou, or do thou be. 2. Be, be you, or do you be. 

Infinitiye Mood. 

Present. To be. Present Per/eet. To have been. 

Partieiples. 

Preaent, Being. Perfect. Been. 

Compound Perfect. Haying been 

What obseryations haye yoa to make respeeting 
the yerb Tobe? 

The irregalar yerb To he is ealled neuter^ when 
thas conjagated ; and it eoald not be conjagated 
throagh all the moods and tenses withoat the help 
of the yerb To have ; bat it is an amiliary when 
used to conjagate other yerbs. 
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The conjxigation of an aetiye Terb is ealled the 
aetiw wnee ; and that of a passiye yerb t^epa88ive 
wnee. 

The aTixiliary and aetiye yerb To hate, is eon- 
jxigated in the following manner. 

TO HAVE. 

Indieatiye Mood. 

Preaent Tetue. 

Singular. Plural 

1. Pera. I have. 1. We havc. 

2. Pera, Thou hast. 2. Te or you haye. 
8. Pera. He, ahe, or it, haih 8. They haye. 

or has. 

PreaerU Perfeei, 

1. I have had. 1. We have had. 

2. Thou hast had. 2. Tou haye had. 
8. He has had. 8. They haye had. 

Past Tmae, or Imper/eet. 

1. Ihad. 1. Wehad. 

2. Thou hadst. 2. Tou had. 

3. He, she, or it had. 3. Theyhad. 

Paat Perfect, or Phg^erfect Taue. 

1. Ihadhad. 1. Wehadhad. 

2. Thou hadst had. 2. Tou had had. 
8. He had had. 8. They had had. 

Firat Euture Tenae. 

1. I shall or will haye. 1. We shall or mR haye. 

2. Thou Bhalt or wilt haye. 2. Tou shall or will haye. 
8. He shall or will haye. 3. They shall or will haye. 

Ptiture Perfect, or Seeond Puture Tenae. 

1. I shall haye had. 1. We shall haye had. 

2. Thou wilt haye had. 2. Tou will haye had. 

3. He will haye had. 3. They will haye had. 

Imperatiye Mood. 

2. Have, have thou, or do 2. Haye, have ye, or do ye or 
thou haye. you haye. 
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Potential Mood. 

Preaent Tenae. 
Smgular. Plural. 

1. I may or ean have. 1. We may or ean have. 

2. Thou mayst or eanst haye. 2. You may or ean haye. 

3. He may or ean haye. 3. They may or ean haye. 

Present Perfeet. 

1. I may or ean have had. 1. We may or ean haye had. 

2. Thou mayst or eanst haye 2. You may or ean haye had. 

had. 3. They may or ean haye had. 

3. He may or ean haye had. 

Peut Tense, or Imper/eet» 

1. I might, eould, vrould, or 1. We might, eould» would, 

should have. or should have. 

2. Thon mightst, eouldst, 2. You might, eould, would, 

wouldst, or 8houldsthave. or should have. 

3. He might, eould, would, 3. Theymight, eould, would, 

or should haye. or should haye. 

Peut Per/eet, or Pluperfect. 

1. I might, eould, would, or 1. We might, eould, would, or 

should haye had. shomd haye had. 

2. Thou mightst, eouldst, &c. 2. You might, eould, &c. haye 

haye had. had. 

3. He might, &c. haye had. 3. They might, &c. haye had, 

Siibjunctiye Mood. 

Preeent Tenae, 

1. If I haye. 1. If we haye. 

2. If thou haye. 2. If you haye. 

3. If he haye. 3. If they haye. 

Peut Tenae^ or Imper/eet. 

1. If Ihad. 1. If wehad. 

2. If thou hadst. 2. If you had. 

3. If he had. 3. If they had. 

Iniinitiye Mood. 

Preeent, To haye. Present Per/eet. To haye had. 

Partieiplea. 

PreientyOr Active. Haying. Per/eet, Had. 

Gompoutid Per/eet, Haying had. 

E 3 
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What is the distinetion between a simple and a 
eompound tense ? 

Those tenses are ealled simple whieh are foimed 
of the prineipal, withont the aid of an anxiliary ; 
as, Iplayy t played. The eom^nnd tenses are 
formed with the help of an aniiliary ; as, I have 
playedy I had playedy &c. 

A r^lar active yerb is conjngated as followa 

TO LOYE. 

Indieatiye Mood. 

Present Teme. 

Slngular. Plural. 

1. I love. 1. We love. 

2. Thou loyest. 2. You loye. 

3. He,8he,oritloyethorloyeA. 8. Theyloye. 

Present Perfect, 

1. Ihayeloyed. 1. Wehayeloyed. 

2. Thou hast loyed. 2. You haye loyed. 

3. He has or hath loyed. 3. They haye loyed. 

Past Tenee, or Imperfect, 

1. I loyed. 1. We loyed. 

2. Thouloyedst. 2. Youloyed. 

3. Heloyed. 3. Theyloyed. 

Paat Perfectf or Pluperfect, 

1. Ihadloyed. 1. Wehadloyed. 

2. Thou hadst loyed. 2. You had loyed. 
8. Hehadloyed. 3. They had loyed. 

Firit Puture Tenae, 

1. l shall or will loye. 1. We shall or will loye. 

2. Thou shalt or wilt loye. 2. You shall or will loye. 

3. He shaU or will loye. 3. They shall or will loye. 

Future Perfect, or Seeond Pttture. 

1. I shall or will haye loyed. 1. We shall or will hayeloyed. 

2. Thou shalt or wilt haye 2. Youshallorwillhayeloyed. 

loyed. 3. They shall or wUl haye 

3. He shall or will haye loyed. loved. 
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Potential Mood. 

Pretent Tente, 
8ingular. Plural. 

t. I may or ean loTe. 1. We may or ean love. 

2. Thou mayst or eanst loye. 2. Tou may or ean loTe. 

3. He may or ean loTe. 3. They may or ean loye. 

Preaent Perfect, 

1. I may hare loTed. 1. We may haTe loTed. 

2. Thou mayst haTe loTed. 2. You may haTe loTed. 
8. He may haTe loTed. 3. They may haTe loTed. 

Past Tense, or Imperfect 

1. I might, eould, would, or 1. We might, eould, would, or 

should loTe. Bhould loTe. 

2. Thou mightst loTe. 2. You mi^ht loTe. 

3. HemightloTe. 3. They might loTe. 

Ptut Perfect, or Pluperfect Tenee. 

1. I might haTe loTed. 1. We mipht haTe loTed. 

2. Thou mightst haTe loTed. 2. You might haTe loTed. 

3. He might haTe loTed. 3. They might haTe loTed. 

SiibJTmctive Mood. 

Present Tenae, 

1. If I loTe. 1. If we loTe. 

2. If thou loTe. 2. If you loTe. 

3. If he loTe. 3. If they loTe. 

Imperatiye Mood. 

2. LoTe, loTe thou, or do thou 2. LoTe, loTe you, or do you 
loTe. loTe. 

Infimtiye Mood. 

Present. ToloTe. Perfect. TohaTeloTed. 

Partieiplea 

Preseni. LoTing. Per/eet, or Paat LoTed. 

Compound Perfect, HaTing loTed. 

How is a p<mive yerb coDJugated ? 
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A passiye yerb is conjugated by adding the per- 
fect partieiple to the auxihary verb To be, through 
all its ehanges of number, person, mood, and tense. 

TO BE LOVED. 

Indieatiye Mood. 

Preaent Tense. 
Singular. Plural. 

1. I am loyed. 1. We are loyed. 

2. Thou art loTed. 2. Ye or you are loyed. 

3. He or she is loyed. 3. They are loyed. 

Preaent Perfect Tenae, 

1. I haye been loyed. 1. We haye been loyed. 

2. Thou hast been loyed. 2. Te or you haye been loyed. 

3. He hath or has been loyed. 3. They Haye been loyed. 

Paatf or Imperfect Tenae. 

1. I waa loyed. 1. We were loyed. 

2. Thou wast loyed. 2. Ye or you were loyed. 

3. He was loyed. 8. They were loyed. 

Paat Perfect, or Pluperfect Tenae. 

1. I had been loyed. 1. We had been loyed. 

2. Thou hadst been loyed. 2. Ye or you had been loyed. 

3. He had been loyed. 3. They nad been loyed. 

Firat Pitture Tenae. 

1. I shall or will be loyed. 1. We shall or will be loyed. 

2. Thou ehalt or wilt be loyed. 2. You shall or will be loyed. 
8. He shall or will be loved. 3. They shall or wiU be loyed. 

Future Perfecty or Seeond Puture Tenae. 

1. I shaU haye been loyed. 1. We shaU haye been loyed. 

2. Thou wilt haye been loyed. 2. You wiU haye been loyed. 

3. He will haye been loyed. 3. They wUl haye been loyed. 

Potential Mood. 

Preaent Tenae, 

1. I may or ean be loyed. 1 . We may or ean be loyed. 

2. Thou mayst or eanst be 2. You may or ean be loyed. 

loyed. 3. They may or ean be loyed. 

3. He may or ean be loyed. 
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PreterU Per/eet Tense. 
Singular. Plural. 

1. I may or ean haye been 1 We may or ean haye been 

loTed. loTed. 

2. Thou mayst or eanst haye 2. You may or ean haye been 

been loved. loyed. 

8. He may or ean haye been 3. They may or ean haye been 
loyed. loyed. 

Past, or Imper/eot Tense. 

1. I might, oould, would, or 1. We might, oould, would, or 

should be loyed. should be loyed. 

2. Thou mightsty eouldst, &c. 2. You might, could| would, 

be loyed. &c. be loyed. 

8. Hemlght,could,would,&c. 3. They might, eould, would, 
be loyed- &c. be loyed. 

Patt Perfectf or Pluperfect Tente, 

1. I might, eould, &c. haye 1. We mighti &c. haye been 

been loyed. loyed. 

2. Thou mightst, &o. haye 2. You might, &c. haye been 

been loyed. loyed. 

3. He misht, &c. haye been 3. They might, &c. haye been 

loyed. loyed. 

Subjunctive Mood. 

Pretent Tente, 

1. If I be loyed. 1. If we be loyed. 

2. If thou be loyed. 2. If you be loyed. 

3. If he be loyed. 3. If they be loyed. 

Patt^ or Imperfeot Tente, 

1. If I were loyed. 1. If we were loyed. 

2. If thou wert loyed. 2. If you were loyed. 

3. If he were loyed. 8. If they were loyed. 

Imperatiye Mood. 

1. Let me be loyed. 1. Let us be loyed. 

2. Be thou loyed, or do thou 2. Be you loyed, or do ye be 

be loyed. loyed. 

8. Let him be loyed. 8. Let them be loyed. 

Infimtiye Mood. 

Pretent Tente, To be loyed. Perfect, To haye been loyed. 

Partieiples. 

Pretent, Being loyed. Perfeet, or Pattive. Loyed. 

Compound Perfect. Haying been loyed. 
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The following auxiliary Terbs are chiefly of use in 
conjugatiiig the prineipal yerbs. 

To Have. 

Preaent Tense, HaTe. Paat, or Imper/eet^ Had. 

ToBe. 

Preaent Tmae^ Am. PMt^ or Imperfect, "Was. 

SliaU. 

Preaent Tense, Shall. Past, or Imperfect, Should. 

WilL 

Preaent Tenae^ Wai, Peut, or Imperfect, Would. 

May. 

Preaent Tenae, May. Peut, or Imperfect, Might. 

Can. 

Present Tenae, Can. Peut, or Imperfect, Could. 

ToDo. 

Pretent Tense, Do. Peut, or Imperfect, Did. 

Are shall and wiU synonymous terms ? 

No ; the word shally in the first person, merely 
foretells ; and in the seeond and third persons, 
promises, eommands, or threatens ; as, I shaU go 
out ; We shaU see you soon ; Thou shaU, or you 
shaU haye all that you desire ; They shaU giye an 
aeeount of their proeeedings. WiUy in the first 
person singular and plural, implies resolution and 
promising ; and in the seeond and third, only fore- 
tells; as, I wiU reward the diligent, and wiU 
punish the idle ; We wiU think of your kindness, 
and be grateful ; Thou wiUy or you wiUy repent of 
sueh rashness ; He and they mU spend a pleasant 



BTTMOLOOY. 



47 



day. Lindley Murray, in one of his notes on the 
yerbs, observes : — " The foreigner, who, as it is 
said, fell into the Thames, and eried out, ^ I mU be 
drowned, nobody sAeUl help me ! ' made a sad mis- 
applieation of these auxiliaries.'' 

What is the meaning of the word synonymom? 

It means expressing the same thing by diSerent 
words. 

A LI8T OF SOME OF THE IRREOULAR VERBS. 

[Note. — Those yerbs whieh have the letter (r) are regular aa 
weil as irregular ; as, awoke or awaked.] 





Pa8tf or 


Per/eet, or 


Present 


Imperfect 


P(U8ive Partieiple, 


Awake, 


awoke,(r) 


awaked. 


Bear, to earry, 


bore, 


bome. 


Beat, 


beat. 


beaten or beat. 


Begin, 


began. 


begun. 


Bend, 


bent, 


bent. 


Bereaye, 


bereft,(r) 


bereit or bereaved. 


Break, 


broke. 


broken. 


Ghoose, 


ehose, 


ehosen. 


Glothe, 


elothed, 


clad.(r) 


Gome, 


eame. 


eome. 


Deal, 


dealt. 


dealt. 


Dig, 
Do, 


ir'^ 


dug.(r) 
done. 


Draw, 


drew. 


drawn. 


Drink, 


drank. 


drunk. 


Eat, 


eat or ate, 


eaten. 


FaU, 


fell. 


faUen. 


Fly, 


flew, 


flown. 


Porsake, 


forsook. 


for8aken. 


Give, 


gave. 


given. 


Oo, 


went, 


Bone. 
ourt. 


Hurt, 


hurt, 


Know, 


knew, 


known. 


Lead, 


led. 


led. 


Mow, 


mowed. 


mown.(r) 


&y' 


paid. 


paid. 


Bing, 


rung or rang. 


rung. 
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Past^or 


Perfect^oT 


Preaent. 




lmp9rfect. 


Pa59ive Partidple, 


Sow, to aoto aeed. 


sowed. 


8own.(r) 


Sew, ioith 


aneeme. 


sewed. 


sewed. 


Speak, 




spoke, 


spoken. 


Swim, 




swum, swain, 


swnm. 


Take, 




took, 


taken. 


Teaeh, 




taught. 


taught. 


Think, 




thought. 


thought. 


Throw, 




threw, ^ 


thrown. 


Tread, 




trod, 


trodden. 


Wear, 




wore. 


worn. 


Weave, 




wove, 


woven. 


Win, 




won. 


won. 


Wind, 




wound, 


wound. 


Work, 




wrought,(r) 


wrought or worked. 


Write, 




wrote. 


written. 



What is an adverb f 

An adyerb is a word joined to a yerb, an ad- 
jectiye, or to another adyerb, with whieh it is eon- 
neeted ; as, he behayes weU; showing the manner 
in whieh he behayes : — A Tery kind mother ; she 
repeats her lessons eery eorreetly ? 

Do adyerbs admit of yariation ? 

A few of them admit of yariation, to express the 
degrees of eomparison ; as, soan, soonery soonest ; 
o/ten^ oftener, o/ienest. Those ending in fy, are 
eompared by more and most ; as, nobly, more 
nobbr, most nobly. 

How are adyerbs distingtdshed ? 

Adyerbs may be known by asking the ^aestions, 
How? how mueh? when? or, where? as, Hoiw 
does she read ? the answer is, Gorreetly ; How 
mneh did he giye ? the answer is, He gaye tiberaUg ; 
When will you go ? the answer is, To-morrow ; 
i^^e shall I see you ? the answer may be, Here 
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or there. Ad^erbs also shorten diseonrse ; as, 
Therey for in that plaee ; He aeted msely ; toT, he 
aeted in a wise manner. 

How may adyerbs be elassed ? 

They are very nmnerous : there are adyerbs of 
number, arder, plaee^ time, quantity^ manner or 
gualityy doubt, affirmation, negatim, interrogation, 
and eomparison. 

1. Of number; as, Onee, twiee, thriee, &c. 

2. Of order ; as, Pirst, seeondly, thirdly, &c. ; 
lastly, finally. 

3. Of plaee ; as, Here, there, where, elsewhere, 
anywhere, somewhere, nowhere, herein, whither, 
hither, tluther, upward, downward, forward, baek- 
ward, whenee, henee, thenee, &c. 

4. Of time, Of time present ; as, Now, to- 
day, &c. 

Is Uhday always an adyerb ? 

No : To-day's lesson is more difficult than yes- 
terday's. In this sentenee, to-day and yesterday 
are substantiyes, beeause they make sense of them- 
selyes ; but in the sentenee, He eame to town yes- 
terday, and goes into the eountry again to-day, they 
are adyerbs of time, and answer to the question 
when, 

Of time past ; as, Akeady, before, lately, yester- 
day, heretotore, hitherto, long sinee, long ago, &c. 

Of the JhUure ; as, To-morrow, not yet, here- 
after, henceforth, henceforward, by and by, in- 
Btantly, presently, immediately, straightways, &c. 

Of time indefinite ; as, Oft, oAen, ofttimes, 

F 
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o^tentimes, sometimes, soon, seldom, daily, weekly, 
monthly, yearly, always, when, then, ever, never, 
again, &c. 

5. Of quantity; as, Mueh, little, sufficiently, 
how mueh, how great, enongh, abnndantly, &c. 

6. Of manner or quality ; as, Wisely, ibolishly, 
jiistly, quickly, &c. Adverbs of auality are gene- 
rally formed by adding /y to an adyeeti^e or parti- 
eiple, or by ehanging U into ly ; as, bad, bad^y ; 
able, ab/y, &c. 

7. Of doubt ; as, Perhaps, peradventure, pos- 
sibly, perehanee. 

8. Of affirmatim ; as, Verily, truly, undoubt- 
edly, doubtless, eertainly, yea, yes, surdy, indeed, 
really, &c. 

9. Of negation ; as, Nay, no, not, by no means, 
not at all, &c. 

10. Of interrogation ; as, How, why, wherefore, 
whether, &c. 

11. Of eoTnparison; as, More, most, better, best, 
worse, worst, less, least, very, almost, alike. 

Give me some examples of adverbs of manner or 
quality, 

Sho eopies aeeurately ; aeeurately is the adverb, 
and shows the manner of the verb, or the manner 
in whieh she eopies ; He studies diligently ; dili- 
gently is the aaverb, and shows the manner in 
whieh he studies. 

What is B, preposition ? 

A preposition is a word whieh expresses the re- 
lation that nouns, pronouns, or partieiples bear to 
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some other word in a sentenee ; as, She rode/rim 
London to Greenwieh ; from, is the first prepo- 
sition in the sentenee, and shows the relation be- 
tween the pronoun she and London ; to^ is the 
seeond, and shows the relation between London 
and Greenwieh ; and if the prepositions were to be 
omitted the sentenee wonld be ineomplete. 

What ease do prepositions govem ? 

Prepositions always govem the objective ease ; 
Bs,fr<m her, to him, with them. They are snp- 
ported by him ; Am, the objective ease, is govemed 
by the preposition ly, without whieh the sentenee 
wonld be nnintelligible 

Whieh are the prineipal prepositions ? 

The prinoipal prepositions are, Of, to, for, by, 
with, in, into, within, withont, over, nnder, through, 
above, below, between, beneath, from, beyond, at, 
near, up, down, before, behind, oflF, on or upon, 
among, aiter, about, against. 

What is a conjunction ? 

A conjunction is a part of speeeh chiefiy used to 
eonneet words and sentenees ; as, He and I are 

Soing ; You are cheerful, beeame you do your 
uty. And and beeause are the conjunctions. 
How many kinds of conjunctions are there ? 
There are two kinds of conjunctions, the eopu- 
lative and the di8Junctive, 

Of what use are the copulative conjunctions ? 
The copulative conjunctions eonneet words, or 
eontinue a sentenee ; as, He and his sister reside 
in the eountry ; I will walk, i/*you will aeeompa^iy 
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me ; They are aeeomplished, beeause they are in- 
dnstrious aiid attentiye. The prinoipal are : And, 
both, if, that, for, sinee, so that, then, beeatise, 
therefore, wherefore. 

Whieh are the disjnnctiye conjnnctions ? 

The disjunctiye conjunctions are, But, or, nor, as, 
than, lest, thou^, unless, either, neither, yet, not- 
withstanding. They are so ealled, beeaose they not 
only eontinue the sentenee, but ezpress opposition 
of meaning ; as, Thmgh he was sent to sehool, yet 
he remained ignorant ; They brought her to see me, 
bu^ they went away without her. Gonjunction 
means joining, and disjunction separation. 

Of what use are interjectton8 ? 

Inteijections are words used to express some 

f)assion or emotion of the mind ; as, Oh ! I haye 
ost my benefactor ; Aku ! I fear she will not 
reeoyer. ! Oh ! ah ! ahu ! express grief. Lo ! 
behold! hark! eall for attention. Wdoome! hail! 
all hail! express weleome. There are some ex- 
pressiye of ayersion, others of disgust : they are all 
tollowed by a note of exclamation. 



CONVERSATION 

OK THE SEGOND PART OF ORAMMAa, GALLED ETYMOLOOY. 

Teagheb. — I wish to haye a little eonyersation 
with you on the diSerent parts of speeeh. Can you 
tell me the diSerenee between the indefinite and 
definite artiele ? 
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PupiL. — Yes ; the indeSnite artiele a or an is 
plaeed before a noun, but does not specify any par- 
tieular object. 

T. — Very well ; but that is not a siifficient ex- 
planation. 

F. — I should haye b^un by saying, that there 
are two artieles, the indefinite and the deSnite. 
When I nse the indefinite artiele, I do not mean 
to point out any partieular thing. I say sometimes, 
Lend me a book ; that means, any book ; but when 
I wish for some partioular book, I make use of the 
artiele ihe, The is ealled the definite artiele, be- 
eause it defines or points out some partieular person 
or thing. With regard to the indefinite artiele a 
or an : a is always plaeed before words beginning 
with a eonsonant, and an before words beginning 
with a Yowel or h mute, or not aspirated. 

T. — How many kinds of nouns or substantiyes 
are there ? 

P. — Nouns or substantiyes are either eommon 
or proper : Ghair, table, ohild^ man, lady, tree, &c.^ 
are eommon ; but London, Paris, York, Green- 
wieh, Mary, Al&ed^ the Thames, the dyde, Snow- 
don, Loeh Lomond, &c., are proper, beeause they 
are the names of persons and plaees. 

T. — How ean you distinguish an adjectiye firom 
the other parts oi speeeh ? 

P. — 'An adjectiye may be known by plaeing a 
noun after it : — I haye seyeral books, some old and 
some neu) ; some handsome^ (I mean the binding,) 
others plain ; therefore, by plaeing one of these 

f3 
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adjeGtiyes before the word book, I deseribe some 
partietdar book or books. There are also adjectiYe8 
of number ; as on^, twOy three, &c. ; fir8ty aeeond, 
&c. 

T. — What is a pronoun ? 

P. — ^We make use of pronomis to avoid the re- 
petition of names. When speaking of myself, I use, 
loT me; when speaking to another person, I use, 
thoUy thee, you^ or ye, aeeording to the grammar ; 
but, in conversation, we only make use of the pro- 
noun you. He and ehe^ we use when speaking of 
a person ; also him and her. The plural of / is 
we ; the plural of ^ is t^ ; the plural of thou and 
thee^ is ye or you ; the plural of he and him, is they 
and them ; the plural of she, her, and it, is th^ 
and them. All these pronouns being used instead 
of nouns. 

T. — You have only mentioned the personal pro- 
nouns. 

P. — There are also pronouns whieh are ealled 
relative, beeause they relate to some person or thing 
already mentioned ; at least this is generally the 
ease ; as, The ehild is happy who is obedient : who 
relates to the ehild, and is always made use of for 
persons. Whieh is also a relative pronoun, and 
relates to irrational animals and things ; as, The 
dog whieh my brother gave me ; The &ee whieh is 
covered with blossoms. There is also another re- 
lative pronoun, theU^ whieh is used for both persons 
and animals or thin^, to avoid the too frequent 
repetition of who and whieh, Who is nominatiye. 
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whose is poBsessiye^ and whom is obieetiye. As 
I think I am quite eonyersant with tne adjectiye 
pronouns, and other pronoims ; if you will allow 
me I will pass them oyer, and go on to the yerbs. 

T. — I haye not the least objection, and now 
giye me your definition of a verb, 

P.— Whateyer ean be done is a yerb. It has 
senerally a personal pronoun before it ; or it may 
be known by prefixing the preposition to ; as, To 
lattghy I latbgh ; To danee, you danee; To play^ 
\iQplay8, 

T. — How many kinds of yerbs are there ? 

P.— Three kinds ; a^iye, passiye, and neuter. 
There are also regular, irregular, and defectiye 
yerbs. 

T. — I will not trouble you to giye any further 
explanation, as I belieye you are thorowhly ae- 
quainted with that part of grammar. Now we 
will speak of adverb8. 

P. — An adyerb is rather more difficult to ex- 
plain ; but I will endeayour to do so. Pirst, then, 
it is ealled an adyerb beeause added or joined to a 
yerb. Example: Bhe mns^ steeetly ; sweetly. eomes 
after the yerb sing^y and shows the manner in whieh 
she sings. Adyerbs are sometimes formed by add- 
ing ly to adjectiyes ; as in the foregoing example, 
8weet being an adjectiye, and sweetly, an adyerb. 
This kind of adyerb shows the manner in whieh 
any aetion is performed. Adyerbs are sometimes 
joined to adjectiyes, and sometimes to other ad- 
yerbs ; as, A very worthy woman ; the adyerb 
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9ery being plaeed before the adjeGtiye mrthy ; she 
eopies Tery eorreetly ; here are two adverbs plaeed 
together ; ^ery and eorreeUy, There are adyerbs 
of plaee ; as, here, there. Of time ; as, onoe, 
lasuy. Of affirmation ; as, yes. Of negation ; as, 
no, not. Adyerbs of manner ; as, so, thns. Of 
order ; as, seoondly, thirdly, before, behind, after, 
afterwards. Of qnantity ; as, how muoh, enon^h. 
Of eomparison ; as, more, less, likewiso. Of in- 
terrogation ; as, when ? why ? how ? where ? Of 
donbt ; as, perhaps, yery likely. 

T. — VeTy well. And, now, oan yon tell me why 
a preposition is so ealled ? 

F. — Prepositions, whioh are indeelinable, are so 
ealled fix)m the Latin yerb proeponerey whieh sig- 
niiies to plaee before, beeause they are plaoed be- 
fore the word whieh they goyem. They serye to 
denote the seyeral relations of nouns and pronouns 
with one another. A preposition may be known 
by its being followed by a pronoun or noun in the 
objectiye ease ; as, Oiye ttus book to him. To is 
the preposition, and shows the rdation between 
book and him. This fruit ia/or them ; for is the 
preposition. The inkstand is m>on the table ; upon 
is the preposition, showing the relation between 
inkstand and table. Spread the butter on the roll ; 
on is the pre^sition, plaeed before the roll, whieh 
is in the ob]ectiye ease. There are many other 
prepositions whieh oome after a yerb, and alter its 
sigmfication ; as, To oome otit or in ; to go /or ; 
to go upony &c. I must confess that I sometimes 
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find it difScult to distingoish adyerbs irom pre- 
positions. 

T. — It is rather difficidt ; but you must endea- 
Your to remember that a preposition will always 
admit after it either a noun or a pronoun in the 
objective ease. Not so an adverb. We will take 
the word em as an example. Go m ; whieh means, 
advance. Here the word (m is an adyerb ; ean you 
tell me why ? 

P.— Beeause it does not admit a noun or pro- 
noun after it. 

T. — ^Very well. But, Go on the lawn ; o» is a 

(reposition in this sentenee, showing the relation 
etween the person spoken to and the lawn. Go 
ieithout me. In this phrase tmthaut is a prepo- 
sition, having the pronoun objective me alker it. 
She is without ; that is, outside the house. Here 
without is an adverb, denoting plaee, or the situation 
in whieh a person is plaeed. Bemember that pre- 
positions point out a relation between nouns and 
pronouns, and that adverbs are merely added to 
verbs. And now we will speak of conJunctions. 

P. — They are easily explamed. Oonjimctions, as 
the word implies, join words, or parts of sentenees to- 
gether. There are two kinds, the conjunctive and 
the disjunctive. The conjunctive or copulative eon- 
junction joins words or parts of sentenees ; as, You 
and I ; We are going to London, and shall return 
this eveliing ; I will leam musie, i/you will teaeh 
me ; You are cheerfid, beeame you are never idle. 
The conjunction disjunctive, although it eonneets 
and eontinues the sentenee, at the same time ex- 
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presses opposition of meaning ; as, Her mother 
eame witn her, but went away without her ; 
ThoTigh I frequently admonished him, yet he did 
not reform. I know all the conjunctions, both 
eopulatiye and disjunctiye, and wiU repeat them if 
you wish it. 

T. — Do so ; it will exercise your memory. 

P. — The eopulatiye conjunctionB are, — And, 
that^ both, for, therefore, if, then, sinee, beeause, 
wherefore. The disjunctive are,— But, than, 
though, either, or, as, unless, neither, nor, lest, 
yet, notwithstanding, and a few others. 

T. — Give me a few examples of interyeetions. 

P. — Interjections express some passion or emo- 
tion of the mind ; as, Oh ! ah ! alas ! behold ! 
hail ! &c. &c. 

T. — I had almost for|^ottento mention partieiples. 

P. — The partieiple is so ealled from its parti- 
eipating or partaking of the nature of a yerb, and 
also of an adjective. There are three : the pre- 
sent or aetiye, the perfect or passive, and the eom- 
pound perfect. The present partieiple always ends 
in inp. The past in ed or d, if the verb is r^ular, 
but not so if the verb is irregular. The eompound 
partieiple is eomposed of two partieiples ; the pre- 
sent, ending in inp^ and the past partieiple. 

T. — I am pleased with your attention, and will 
now take my leaye. 

P. — I had a ^eat dislike to granmiar onee ; but 
now that I understand it, I find no difScalty in 
eommittingit to memory. Oood eyening, Miss H. 
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SYNTAX. 

PART III. 

What is 8yntax ? 

Syntai treats of the agreement and arrangement 
of words in a sentenee. 

What is a sentenee ? 

A sentenoe eonsists of words forming a eomplete 
sense. 

There are two kinds of sentenees, simple and 
eompound. 

Explain the difference. 

A simple sentenee has only one subject, and one 
finite verb ; as, Time is preeiom. A oomponnd 
sentenee eonsists of two or more sentenees ; as, 
Time, whieh is limitedy should be improved ; Idle^ 
ness oeeomom po^ertyy erime, and unhappiness. 

What 2iXQfinite wrbs f 

Finite yerbs are those to whieh number and 
person belong. Yerbs in the infinitive mood haye 
neither number nor person. 

How many kinds of simple sentenees are there ? 

There are three kinds of simple sentenees; 
the eaplicative or easplaining; the interrogati'ee or 
qtmtioninff; and the imperative or eommanding, 
exhorting and entreating, 

Explain them. 

An explicatiye sentenee is when a thing is said 
to be, or not to be ; to do, or not to do ; to suffer. 
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or not to suffer ; as,. / reetd; 8he is respeeted; 
He 18 not pleased. In an interrogatiye sentenee, 
the nominatiye ease follows the prineipal yerb, or 
the aaxiliary : Is it he ? Did your sister follow my 
adyioe? 

In an imperatiye sentenee, the nominatiye ease 
likewise follows the yerb or the auxiliary ; as, Go, 
idle ehild! Do thou attend ; unless the yerb let be 
osed ; as, Let ns be going. 

What is 2bphra8ef 

A phrase is two or more words, making some- 
times a part, and sometimes a whole sentenee. 

What are the prineipal parts of a simple sen- 
tenee? 

The prineipal parts of a simple sentenee are, the 
8ubject or nominatiye, the aMribute or yerb, and 
the object, The sabject is that of whieh some- 
thing is affirmed or denied; the attribute is the 
yerb affirming or denying ; and the obieot is the 
thing affected by saeh affirmation or denial ; as, 
The people honour the queen: people is the sab- 
ject, honour the attribate or thing affirmed^ and 
queen, the object. 

How is syntax diyided ? 

Syntax is diyided into eoneord and govemmmt. 
Goneord is the agreement whieh one word has 
with another in gender» namber, ease, and person. 
Ooyemment is that power whieh one word has 
oyer another, in direetm^ its mood, tense, or ease. 

From what is the woid syntax deriyed f 

From two Greek words, 8m or «y», with, to- 
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gether with ; and taa^iSy &om tasso, to arranee ; 
henee, Byntax, that braneh of grammar whieh 
teaehes the connexion or arrangement of words. 

# 

[The following Rules are eopied from L. H. Hunt's Syntas of 
the English Language.] 

RULB L 

A yerb agrees with its nominatiye ease in nomber 
and person ; as, The orime went not unpunished. 
Grime is the nominatiye ease, beeause the yerb 
whieh sueeeeds, requires, as eyery yerb does, its 
nominatiye ease expressed or understood ; and this 
is found by asking the question, who or what ; and 
the word whieh answers is the nominatiye; as, 
What went unpunished? Answer — The erime. 
Grime is the nominatiye to the yerb went, and went 
is a yerb irregular, from the yerb To ffo, indieatiye 
mood, past tense, third person singular, to agree 
with its nominatiye ease, erime, beeause erime is 
of the third person singular. 

Exa9npl6 on thejirst Btde, 

'^ His generah in the early part of his reign at- 
tempted the reduetion of Arabia Felix/' — Gwbon's 
Motne. 

Note on thejlrst Rtde, 

It sometimes happens that the sentenee, or the 
infinitiye mood, is the nominatiye ease to the yerb ; 
as, ^' To mark the hand of a father in all the ya- 
ried seenes of life, is an attainment of no ordinary 

Q 
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eharaeter." Here it is eyident that the word is 
has no nominatiye, except, " To mark/' &c. Either, 
therefore, the infinitiye mood^ or the whole ante- 
eedent sentenee, is the nominatiye to the yerb ia. 

When a yerb stands between two nominatiye 
eases of different numbers, it may agree with either 
of them ; as, " The wages of sin is death.'^ This, 
howeyer, is merely to inyert the sentenee ; for then 
it will be, " Deatn is the wages of sin ;" whieh is 
the original role of the nominatiye ease and yerb. 
Or it might haye been, " The wages of sin are 
death." 

RULB 2. 

Adjectiyes, partieiples, and pronouns agree with 
their nouns or substantiyes in number, ease, and 
^ender ; as, a bad man, a loying wife, these 
books. 

Bad is an adjectiye of the maseuline gender, sin- 
gular number, and nominatiye ease, beeause it must 
agree with its substantiye, whieh has all these pro- 
perties : lovinp is a partieiple feminine, of the same 
agreement, in other respeets e^aetly, with its sub- 
stantiye wife : and these is an adjectiye pronoun 
of the plural number, neuter gender, beeause that 
whieh has no life is neuter ; and nominatiye ease, 
beeause its substantiye or noun is supposed to be 
the same. 

Example on the seeond Btde. 

" Overt and apparent yirtues bring forth praise, 
but there are seeret and hidden yirtues whieh bring 
forth fortune/' — Baeon'e Eesays. 



•) 
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Nate cn the $eeand Bule. 

EDglish adjectiyes, partieiples, and pronouns-ad- 
jective or adjective-pronoun3, never enange ; they 
take their ease, gender, and nmnber &om the suh- 
stantives to whieh they are attaehed ; and in retnm, 
they impart qaality, natnre, form, eolour, &c., to 
the substantives ; as, a jnicy apple ; a lar^e white 
horse ; an obseured moon ; the noisy multitude. 

RULE 3. 

The relative must agree with its anteeedent, that 
is, its foregoing noun or substantive, in number, 
gender, ana person ; as, Wellington is a fine gene- 
ral, he fought at the battle of Waterloo ; This eat is 
an excellent mouser ; she is, however, very timid ; 
I value this book, it eontains excellent rmes. In 
these sentenees, he has a relation to general, she to 
eat, and it to book. 

Emmple on the third Etde, 

" Dissimulation is but a faint kind of poliey ; for 
it asketh a strong wit and a strong hes^ to know 
when to tell the truth, and to do it ; therefore it is 
the weaker sort oipolitieians that (or who) are the 
greatest dissemblers.'^ — BacorC9 Eeeaye. 

Note on the third Mide. 

It sometimes happens that the relative ean only 
be understood in the poseessiTey as relating to its 
anteeedent. Example : — ^' All men said aU hope- 
ful things, and admired my happiness, who had a 
son endowed with sueh a disposition."" It is evi- 
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dent tkat who, the reiatiye pronoim, has no regular 
anteeedent, but an understood one in tlie possessiye 
pronoun my^ as if it were said, ^' And they admired 
the tbrtune and happiness of me^ who had/' &c. &c. 

RULE 4. 

When two substantiyes eome together betoken- 
ing different things, the latter is put in the genitiye 
or possessiye ease with the si^ of ; or the former 
substantiye has the apostrophised 8 ; as, The reso- 
lution of that man ; or, That man's resolution ; 
Satan's deyiees ; or, The deyiees of SSatan ; Hope's 
deeeption ; or, The deeeption of hope. 

EoBamples m thefourth Rtde, 

1. ** Life'8 idle businesB at one ^asp be o*er, 

The muse forgot, and thou belov*d no more.** — Pope, 

2. " In the deeline of the Roman empire, the in- 
troduetion of Ghristianity gaye rise to a new speoies 
of eloquence, in the apologies, sermons, and pastoral 
writings of the fathers of ihe ehureh." — Blair'a 
Lectv/re8, 

Note on thefourth Eule. 

There are oeeasional ellipses on this rule ; e.ff,y I 
went to see the euriosities of St. Paul's yesterday. 
Here ehureh is understood. This ellipsis oeeurs 
both in speaking and writing. 

RuLE 6. 

When two substantiyes eome together, betoken- 
ing the same thing, they are both put in the same 
ease ; as, Yietoria, the queen of Elngland ; Tlie 
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eity of Athens ; William the Conqneror ; Julius 
Gassar. Here Victoria and queen, eity and Athens, 
William and Conqueror, Julius and CaBsar are all 
nominatiyes, put in apposition with eaeh other. 
(Apposition means puttmg two nouns in the same 
ease.) 

Examples on ikefifih BiUe. 

1. ^' About this time, that fierce and insatiable 
enenw of mankind, the plague^ broke out in the 
eity. ' — Stories a/ier Nature, 

2. '^ Mitehell was a desperate fanatic, and had 
entertained a resolution of assassinating Sharpe^ 
Arehbishap of St Andrew's, who, by his former 
apostaey and subsequent rigour, had rendered him- 
self extremely odious to the covenanters." — Htnme's 
England, 

Note on thejifth Eule. 

It is yery easy to understand when two substan- 
tiyes are what is ealled in apposition with eaeh 
other; e,ff,y "0 Lord, our ruler and proteetor." 
The question is, Who is the Lord? Answer — 
Our ruler and proteetor. Again, Who is our ruler 
and proteetor? Answer — The Lord. They are 
the same ; and are therefore put in the same ease. 

BXJLE 6. 

When twoorthreeor more substantiyes are eon- 
neeted by the partieles or, nor, &c., the genitiye 
or possessiye ease is found only in the last, though 
it is understood in eyery substantiye : This is 
WiUiam, John,or JacoVs inyention ; This is neither 

q3 
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Mary nor Margaret's book ; It is either Jolm or 
Joseph's performance. (Or and nor are disjunctive 
conjnnctions.) 

ExampU8 <m the sixih Rule. 

1. '^ Bishop Sherloek ealls ns to eontemplate the 
difference between Mahomet and Ghrist's religion ; 
the one a system of war, the other of peaee ; one of 
extinction, the other of forbearance.' 

2. " The sixth Edward and seventh Henry's 
reigns were prosperous,because both sovereigns were 
lovers of peaee. 

Note m the siasth Bule. 

In the eourse of parsing it will be discovered 
that colloquial language espeeially abounds in ellip* 
ses. (GoUoguial, relating to conversation.) 

RuLE 7. 

The verb To be has the same ease atter it as it 
has before it ; as, I am he; not, I am him. These 
are they ; not, These are them, It is 7; not, It 
is me. li was she ; not, It was her. It was we ; 
not, It was m, &c. 

Example on ths seventh Bule. 

1. '^ It is I only who am to make peaee as bein^ 
the dietator of Rome, and my sword alone shaU 
purehase it." — Goldsmith. 

Note on the seventh BtUe. 

The pupil must always remember that the nomi- 
native, and accusative or objective eases of sub- 
stantives are the same apparently ; but they differ 
materially by government. 
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BULE 8. 

Every verb transitive (or active) has an objec- 
tive or accnsative ease after it ; as, She loves me, 
and I love her ; The Goths saeked Bome ; Your 
master tells you to get the hread. 

JExamples on ihe eighth Btde. 

1. '^ As you desire me to assign a reemn for eon* 
duet of this kind,'' &c. — Gieeros Letters. 

2. '^ The palm-trees whieh bear dates do not 
seem to be natural tp this eountry, but were brou^ht 
&om abroad, as I never saw them wild in the fiekls, 
but only in the gardens/' — History of OhUi. 

Note on the eighth Bute. 

The word transitive signifies a passing on. In 
the sentenee, " We perceivedthem ;"the y&hper- 
ceived is transitive, beeause the aetion passes on 
irom the word tee to the word them. On the eon- 
trary, where the verb is not transitive, the substan- 
tive or adjective is not in the objective or aeeusa- 
tive ease^ but is put in apposition with the preeeding 
nominative: Esample, ''Thatwemaybemadepar- 
tskers." The word partakers is here of the same 
ease with we. 

RULE 9. 

When a nominative ease eomes between the re- 
lative pronoun and the verb, the relative shall be 
in sueh ease as the verb will. have alter it ; as, 
^^ Brutus, whom Gmar dearly 1<md^ was amongst 
the eonspirators who took away his life." " 'l^his is 
not the man whom I saw." In these sentenoes 
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whom is jiist as mneh the aeeusatiye or objectiye 
ease as if it stood afber the yerb loyed, instead of 
before it, beeause Gsesar, the nominatiye ease, in- 
teryenes ; the same of the other whomy whieh is 
jnst as mueh the aeeusatiye ease as if it stood after 
the yerb saw ; beeause the nominatiye ease /, eomes 
between the relatiye whom and the yerb 8aw, . 

Examples on ^ ninth Btde, 

1. " Whomy b^ying not seen, ye Um." — 8t, 
Peter's Epietles, 

2. '^ Happy I deem those to be^ whom the gods 
haye distinguished with ability to perlbrm aetions 
worthy to be related, or to relate tnem, in a man- 
ner worthy to be read/' — Pliny's Letters, 

Note on the ninth Btde, 

There are more mistakes eommitted through 
want of attention to this rule, than perhaps in any 
other in the language. Let me entreat the atten- 
tion of pupil and master to this rule, that it may 
be iully understood. 

RuLB 10. 

English prepositions haye eommonly an aoeusa- 
tiye or objectiye oase aAer them ; as, I am going 
into the garden ; He fought against them ; The 
robbers stood oyer me^ and threatened to run a 
sword through ms. 

Examplee on the tenth Buie. 

1. ^' Matters being now brought into this happy 
train, a peaee was oonoluded in the tenth year of 
the war, between the two et^Ues, and their eon- 
tederateSy for fifty years." — Goldsmith's Greeee. 
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2. '' It is of great use to eonsider the pleasures 
wliieh eonstitute hmnan happiness, as they are 
distinguished into natural and fantastical." — 
Guardian. 

Nete on the tenth BuU. 

Of\B the sign of the genitive or possessiye ease, 
when two substantiyes eome together betokening 
different things ; but it is sometimes used without 
any sueh reference ; as, ^' Of these triyial matters 
little need be mentioned/' The word o/'here, means 
eoneeming, and goyems a ease like prepositions in 
general. 

RuLB 11. 

Partieiples goyem the same eases as tbe yerbs 
ftom whieh they spring ; e.g., " OsBsarloying him, 
forgaye the multitude of his offences ;" " Pompey, 
fearing his adtersary, kept elose within his en- 
trenemnents \" " The ministers eontinually send- 
ing soldiers to the eontinent, eontinually suffered 
drfeat/' 

Examples on the eleventh Mtde, 

1. '^ The Romans hamng destroyed all n\2lpre- 
tensions at home, began to pant afker foreign eon- 
quests/' — Goldsmith*8 Bome, 

2. '' Appius hating heard this m^st eloquent dis- 
eourse, or rather defiance of Yirginius, still refused 
to giye up the daughter." — Goldsmith's Bome. 

Note on the eleoenih BuU, 
Partieiples are so ealled from the Latin word 
partieipo, to partake. This word deseribes their 
nature, and snows us that they goyem eases, like 
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yerbs^ whilst they haye also eases, like nouns, and 
are themselves the snbjects of goyemment ; as in 
the expression, " By endeemwring to do this ;" the 
partieiple mdeaToy/ring is the objective ease, go- 
vemed by the preposition by. 

Partieiples sometimes stand instead of nouns ; 
as, The neeessity oi/earing ; The desire of hmng ; 
The dread of offending. In these, and many other 
instanees, the partieiples are parsed in the regolar 
way as substantives. 

BULE 12. 

When two 'oerba eome together withont a nomi- 
native ease between them, the latter is put in the 
infinitive mood ; also, when an adjective and a 'Mrb 
eome together, the latter is put in the infinitive 
mood ; ako, when fkpa/rticiple and a 'eerb eome to- 
gether, the verb is put in the in^nitite mood ; and 
sometimes also, when a substanti^e and a verb eome 
together, the verb is put in the infinitive mood. — 
Ist. The two verbs ; as, She began to be angry ; 
He endeavoured to eseape ; They offered to buy it. 
2nd. An adjective and a verb ; as, He was a man 
worthy to be loved; He was sufficiently firm to 
bear the load. 3rd. Partieiple and the verb ; as, 
^' Being eommanded to bredk the league, he set off 
with aU expedition." *•' He, fearing to desert so 
noble, though so small an army, exposed himself to 
the most imminent dangers/' 4th. oubstantive and 
verb : " In order to effect this, he elimbed a steep 
hill, and took the enemy in the rear." ** His desire 
to perform this was obstraeted." 
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EmmpU <m ths twdfth Eule. 

1. '^ But jast when he bepan to deliberate abont 
reimbarking his forces, he was joined by seyeral per- 
sons of consequence, and the whole soon after eame 
Aoeking to his standard/' — Goldsmith's Engla/nd. 

2. ^' As long as the £actions were diyided, the 
triumphant blues and desponding greens appeared 
to behold with the same indifference the oisorderB 
of the state. They agreed to eenmre the eorrupt 
management of justice and the finance, and the 
two responsible ministers, the artful Tribonian and 
the rapaeious John of Gappadoeia, were loudly ar- 
raigned as the authors of the publie miseiy.'' — 
Gtbbon'a Bome. 

Note on the Twel/th Bule. 

The infinitiye mood sometimes stands alone by 
the figure ellipsis : e. g., To rob orehards ! where 
is your honesty ? Tobeso ehanged ! how strange ! 

RULE 13. 

The conjunction eopulatiye and, and the dis- 
junctiye or and nor^ hnk together similar moods, 
tenses, and eases ; as^ She loied me and her, and 
eorreeted U8 both. 

Eaamples on the thirteenth Rule. 

1. ^' Thebe allured away the dog, and eo^ered the 
steps of the ladder wi(;h wool, to preyent noise ; and 
then her three brothers aseending, one of them 
seized him by the feet, and another by the hair, 
and the third stabbed him to the heart." — Gold- 
tmith'a Greeee. 
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2. ^' The deeent and eyen obstinate resistanee 
whieh he ehose to affect, was eontriyed to justify 
his usurpation, nor did he yield to the aeelamations 
of the amy till he had proyided the materials for 
the letter, whieh he dispatehed to the emperor of 
the B9st'—6ibban*s Eame. 

3. ^' He who relishes the beanties of a Yirgil, or 
a Horaoe, yrill be eager to yisit the spots, either 
marked by their footsteps, ar immortalized by their 
poems." — Kett's ElemmtB. 

Note on the thirteenth BuU, 

In the eourse of parsing, exceptions will be found 
in this rule ; but they merely relate to oeeasional 
difference of tense and number, and do not affect 
the general position of the Bule. 

RULE 14. 

1. When the conjunction eopulatiye, and, eomes 
between two substantiyes, the yerb is put in the 
plural number ; as, The prinees and prineesses are 
eoming to town this aft^oon ; Yirtue and confi- 
denee hate eyer been the pleasant eompanions of 
eaeh other. 

2. On the eontrary, the dis]unctiye, sueh a^ or, 
noTy and neither, eoming between two or more sub- 
stantiyes, proyided they he of the sinsular number, 
will make the yerb To be singular tdiso ; as, " By 
sueh a eonduet as this neither faith, truth, nor 
eharity mffers ; but by a eontrary eonduet, either 
disgust or hatred unquestionably/b//{>tr^. 
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ExampU» on the/ourteenth Etde. 

1. " The infr€U>iion of the eompany's eharter, the 
immense and uDeontrollable jt>a^(ma^^ granted to 
the eommissioners, the inju/nf done to the power of 
the erown, and to the liberties of the people were 
the prineipal arguments enforced within and with- 
out doors/' — OoldemitKe England, 

2. Ignoranee or indolenee has eaused this mis- 
Ghief ; Gharles, Jame8y or Jo8eph intends to yisit 
them. 

Note on the/ourteenth Bule. 

There are many mistakes made by inattention to 
these rules. The pupil will do well to eonsider the 
difiference between them. 

RuLB 15. 

Gonjunctions, sueh as thoughy if, that, &c., put 
doubtfulh or indefinitely, govem a subjunctive 
mood ; the ellipsis may, ean, or should, being un- 
derstood ; as, Take eare that he be punetusd ; If 
she arrive as soon as we expect, the mischief wiU 
be prevented ; If he undertake that enterprise, he 
will expose himself to great dangers ; Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him. 

Example on thefifteenth Sule. 

1. *' If to speak in this manner be to eorrupt 
youth, I confess, Athenians, that I am guilty, and 
deserve to be punished. If what 1 say be nofe true, 
it is most easy to convict me of iiEdsehood."' — 
Goldsmith's Greeee. 
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Note on theji/teenth Eule, 

lilwere; If hewere, &c., are expressions in 
&equent nse. It is an idiomatieal form of speeeh, 
and is redueible to no rule, except that of eustom. 

RuLE 16. 

In the English, as in other languages, there is a 
ease absolute ; that is, where a ease is independmt 
of the other parts of the sentenee ; e, ^., The night 
being &r spent, he mounted his horse, and pushed 
through the forest ; Gassar hemng arrived, the 
enemy fled in all direetions ; Opporttmity sermng, 
my Mend hastened to the house. Here night, 
Geesar, and opportunity are so iar uneonneeted 
with the other parts of the sentenees, as to be ab- 
solutely without a verb^ the eommon attendant of 
the nominative ease ; they are therefore ealled ab- 
solute. 

Example on the siateenth EuU. 

1. '* This measage not sueeeeding, Menenius 
Agrippa, one of the wisest and best of the sena* 
tors, was of opinion, that the desires of the people 
were to be eomplied with."' — Goldsmith's Rome, 

Note on the siateenth Rtde. 

Under this rule may be arranged the nouns of 
time, spaee, &c. ; e.g.^ A day or two after this he 
retumed ; The opportunity given thie hauTy you 
may seek in yain the nea^t ; Wieked men earry a 
witness in their breast night and day ; We tra- 
yelled through a yalley three mHee long; Next 
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spring we go into the eountry ; London is distant 
from Edinbnrgh four hnndred miles, 

[The eompiler of this little Tolume is indebted to Mr. L. H. 
Hunt's Syntas, for the foregoing rules ; a book whioh she ear- 
nestly reeommends to all those who wish to attain a more per- 
fect knowledge of their own language.] 



PROSODY. 

PART IV. 



What is pro8ody ? 

Prosody oonsists of two parts ; the former teaehes 
the true pronuneiation of words, eomprising aeeent, 
auantity, emphasis, pause, and tone ; and the latter 
the laws of versification, or the art of writing poetry . 

PRONUNOIATION. 

What is aeemt ? 

Aeeent is a partieular stress of the yoiee on a 
letter or syllable ; as in the word eonsume, the 
aeoent must be on the letter u^ whieh makes the 
laat syllable longer than the first. 

What is quantity ? 

The quantity of a syllable is that time whioh is 
oeeupied in pronouneing it. It may be long or 
short. A yowel or syllable is long, when the aeoent 
is on the vowel, and it is pronouneed slowly with 
the following letters ; as, /ood, mouse, ereature, A 
syllable is short when the aoeent is on the eonso- 
naiit ; the vowel being quickly joined to the fol- 
lowins letter ; as, ant, eottage. 

What is emphasis ? 
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By emphasis is meant a stronger and fuller sound 
of voice, by whieli we distingoisli some word or 
words on wnioh we intend to lay a partieular stress. 
The emphatie words must also be distinguished by 
a partieular tone of the yoiee. 

What is a pause ? 

A pause or rest, in speaking and readins, is a 
eessation of the yoiee, to enable the spea£:er or 
reader to take breath. 

What are tanes ? 

Tones eonsist in the modulation of the yoiee, and 
are the notes or yariations of sound employed to ex- 
press our sentiments. 

nouRATiyE LAiarauAGE. 

What is the diATerenoebetweenp/am and ^«ra- 
tive language ? 

Language is said to be plain, when it is under- 
stood aeeording to its literal and ordinary signifi- 
eation ; as, '^ A good man enjoys comfort in the 
midst of adyersity." Language is said to be figu- 
ratiye when, either by the woids employed, or by 
the peeuliar manner of their applieation or arrange- 
ment, ideas are ezpressed with the addition of 
eireumstanees whieh render the impression more 
strong and yiyid ; as, " To the upright there 
ariseth li^ht in darkness," 

Pigures in language are diyided into two kinds ; 
figures of words, or tropes, and figures of thought. 

In tropes, the words are employed to signify 
something diiferent firom their original and ordi- 
nary meaning ; as, A eUar head ; a ha/rd heart. 
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In figares of thotighty the words are used in 
their literal meaning, but are not applied or ar- 
ranged in the ordinary manner ; as, ^' Awake, 
swardy against my shepherd/' 

The figures of words and thought, whieh most 
frequentlY oeeur, are, Metaphor, Comparison, Al- 
legory, rersonification, Apostrophe, Hyperbole, 
Antithesis, and Glimax. 

METAPHOB. 

Metaphor is a figure founded on theresemblanee 
of two objects, the name and properties of the one 
being aseribed to the other ; as, Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet/' 

eOMPABISON. 

Gomparison, or Simile, is a figure founded on 
the resemblanee of two objects, the one being likened 
to the other ; as, " The aetiom of prinees are like 
those great ri'eersy the eourse of whieh every one 
beholos, but the springs of whieh have been seen 
by few." 

ALLEOOBT. 

AUegory is a figure founded on resemblanee, 
one suDJect being represented by another analo- 
gous to it ; as in the following passage &om the 
80th Psalm, in whieh the people of Israel are re- 
presented under the image of a vine. " Thou hast 
orought a vine out of Egypt ; thou hast east out 
the neathen, and planted it. Thou preparedst 
room before it, and (udst eause it to take deep root, 
and it filled the land. The hills were covered irith 

h3 



78 AUNT JAKe'8 ORAMMAR. 

the shadow of it, and the bonghs thereof were like 
the goodly eedars." 

PERSONIPieATION. 

Fersomfication, or Prosopopoeia, is thatfigure by 
whieh life and aetion are attributed to inanimate 
objects ; as, ^' What ailed thee, thou sea ! that 
thou Aeddest r 

APOSTROPHEi 

Apostrophe is that figure by whieh we tum fi:om 
the subject, and address the absent or dead, as if 
they were present or aUye^ and were listening to us ; 
as in the lollowing passage: — " And the king was 
mueh moved, and went up to the ehamber over the 
gate, and wept ; and as he went, thus he said, 
my son Absalom ! my son, my son Absalom ! 
would to God I had died for thee, Absalom, my 
son, my son l" 

HYPBRBOLB. 

Hyperbole, or Exaggeration, is that fiffure by 
whidi an object is magnified or diminishedl)eyond 
its natural bounds ; as, " His speeeh was so deeply 
interestin^ and impressive, that the very walls lis- 
tened to nis arguments, and were moved by his 
eloquence." " He possessed a field of smaller ex- 
tent than a Laeedsamonian letter/' 

AKTITHESIS. 

Antithesis, or Gontrast, is a figure of arrange- 
ment, by whieh two objects or sentiments are re- 
presented in opposition ; as, ^' If you regulate your 
desires aeeording to the standard oi nature, you 
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will neyer be poor ; if aeoording to the standard of 
opinion; you Yrill never be rieli." 

OLIMAX, OB AMPUPIOATION. 

Cliinax is a figare of arrangement, by whieli every 
sueeeeding object or eiremnstanee is made to nse 
above that whieh preeeded ; as, " It is highly erimi- 
nalto bind a Romancitizen ; to seourgehmi is enor- 
mons goilt ; to kill him is almost parrieide ; but by 
what name shall I designate the crucifying of him V' 

[From Budiments of English Composition, by Alex. Beid, A.M.] 

MBTONTMY. 

Metynomy is a SiOTre in rhetorie, by whieh one 
word is put for another ; as, " He died by steel ;" 
that is, by a sword. " The kettle boils ; that is, 
the water boils. — Walker's Dietionary. 

VISI0N. 

Yision is a figure of speeeh, used only in ani- 
mated eompositions. We use the predent tense 
when relating something that is past, and deseribe 
it as aetually passing belore our eyes. Thus Oieero, 
in his fourth oration against Oatiline : — " I seem 
to myself to behold this eity, the omament of the 
earth, and the eapital of aU nations, suddenly in- 
volved in one conflagration. I see before me the 
slaughtered heaps of citizens, lying unburied in the 
midst of their ruined eountry. ' 

IRONT. 

Irony is expressing ourselves in a manner eon- 
trary to our thoughts, not with a view to deceive, 
but to add force to our observations. Persons mp^' 
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be reproYed for their Degligenee, by saying, " You 
haye taken great eare indeed \" Ironieal exhorta- 
tion is a figare whieh, after hayin^ set the ineon- 
yenienees of a thing in the elearest light, eoneludes 
with a feigned eneouragement to pursne it. Ho- 
raee haying deseribed the noise and tumults of 
Rome, adds ironieally, " Go now, and study tune- 
fal yerse at Rome.'' The subjects of irony are 
yiees and follies of all kinds ; and this mode of ex- 
posing them is often more effectual than serious 
reasoning. The prophet Elijah, when he ehallen^ed 
the priests of Baal to proye the truth of their deity, 
moeked them, and said : " Gry aloud, for he is a 
god : either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he 
is on a joumey, or peradyenture he sleepeth and 
must be awaked.'^ 

VEESIFICATION. 

yersification is the arrangement of a eertain 
number and yariety of syllables, aeeording to eer- 
tain laws. 

Rhyme is the eorrespondenee of the last sound of 
one yerse to the last sound or syllable of another. 

Feet and pauses are the eonstituent parts of 
yerse. — Murray's Grammar. 

Our first eminent poet was Ohaueer, who is 
styled, "The father of English poetry." The 
following lines were written by him. 

** The busy lark, the messenger of day, 



Saluteth with her song the moming grey ; 
And fiery Pheebus riseth up so bright, 
That all the orient laughetn at the sight : 



And with his beam6« £ieth in the greves 
The Bilver droppM hanging on the leaTes." 

Pheebus is the sun ; orient is the east, and greves groves. 
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Robert Langland, a priest of Oxford, liyed abont 
tlie same time as ehaaeer. He wrote a seyere sa- 
tiie agamst persons of all profes8ions, ealled, '^ The 
Vision of Pieree Plowman." It is without rhyme, 
and is written in a sin^ar kind of yerse, ealled 
aliiteratiye. In satirismg the magnificence of a 
monkish dwelling, he says : — 

*' I found there 
A hall for a high king, a household to holden, 
With broad boards about^n, y-benehed well elean 
With windowB of glass wrought as a ehureh, 
And ehambers witn ehimneys, and ehapels gay." 

Mrt, Markham*8 Htstory qfEngland. 

ALLITERATION. 

The be^nning two or more words with the same 
letter, to giye them a sort of rhyming eonsonanoe. 

" The bookful bloekhead. ignorantly read, 
With loads of leamed lumber in his head." — Pope. 

Walker's Dietionary, 

BLANK ySBSE. 

Blank yerse is without rhyme ; it generally eon- 
sists of ten syllables in eaeh line. 

** Of man's Arst disobedienee, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taate 
Brought death into the world, and all our wo, 
With loss of Eden, till one greater man 
Restore us, and regain the blis8ful seat, 
Sing, heayenly muse !*' — Milton*a Paradise Loat. 

PUNCTUATION. 

Punetuation is the art of diyiding a written eom- 
position into sentenees, or parts of sentenees, by 
points or stops, for the purpose of marking the dii- 
lerent pauses, whieh the sense, and an aeeurate 
pronuneiation requira — Murray's Grammar. 
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The comma(,) represents the shortest panse ; the 
semieolon (;), a pause double that of the eomma ; 
the eolon (:), double that of the semieolon ; and 
the period or full stop (.), double that of the eolon. 
The dash ( — ) may be introdueed where the sen- 
tenoe breaks oflF abruptly. The note of interro- 
gation (?) is used when a question is asked. The 
note of exclamation (!) is applied to expressions of 
surprise, admiration, ^oy, gnef, &c. A parenthesis 
( ) is a elause or sentenee, eontainins some infor- 
mation or remark introdueed into uie body of a 
sentenee, but whieh may be omitted Yrithout in- 
juring the sense of it ; as, 

" Know thou this truth, (enough for man to know,) 
Yiitue alone is happiness below." 

An apostrophe (') is used to shorten a word, as 
'tia, for it is ; the apostrophe taking the plaee of 
the letter i. Tho', lor though, &c. The chief use 
of the apostrophe is to show the genitiye ease of 
nouns ; as, A man's eharaeter ; A woman's duty. 
An apostrophe also distinguishes the genitiye sin- 
gular from the nominatiye plural. 

Nominative Plural, Oenitive Singular, 

My brothers are here. My brother's house. 

The ladies are eome. The lady's ehild. 

I see your sisters. Tour sister's book. 

A earet, marked thus (a), is plaeed where some 
letter or word happens to be left out in writing, 
whieh letter or word must be written aboye the 
line. It is ealled a circumflex when plaeed oyer a 
partieular yowel, to denote a lon^ syllable; as, 
Euphrates. A byphen (-) is used in joining eom- 



( 
•< 



▲CCEKTUAtlON, &C. 83 

poTinded words ; as, lap-dog ; tea-pot, &c. A hy- 

J)hen is also used when a word is diyided ; tne 
brmer part being nrinted or written at the end of 
one line, and tbe iatter part at the b^inning of 
another. 

The aeute aoeent ('), the graye aeeent (*), or the 
short and long aeeents. 

A diaeresis (") eonsists of two points plaeed 
oyer one of the two yowels, and whieh diyides them 
into two syllables ; as Greator, coadjutor. 

A seetion (§) is the diyision of a diseourse, or 
ehapter, into less portions. 

A paragraph (^) denotes the beginning of a new 
subject. 

A quotation (" "), Two inyerted eommas are 
plaeed at the beginnins; of a passage quoted or 
transeribed &om an author ; and two eommas in 
their direet position are plaeed at the eonelusion. 

** Be wise to-day, 'tis madness to defer.*' 

Orotehets or braekets [ ] serye to enelose a word 
or sentenee. 

An index or hand (i^) points out something 
that requires partieular attention. 

A braee (}) is used in poetry at the end of 
a triplet, or three lines, whieh haye the same 
rhyme ; also to eonneet a nimiber of words of the 
same meaning, to preyent a repetition. 

An asterisk or httle star (*) direets to some note 
in the margin, or at the bottom of the page. Two 
or three asterisks are used when letters are omitted 
in a word ; as, K**g, for Eing, &c. 
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An ellipsis ( — ) is also used when letters or words 
are omitted ; as, Q — ^n, for Queen. 

An obelisk, or dagger (t), and parallels (||) ; 
also the letters of the alphabet, and figures, are 
used as references to notes. 

The letters e, ^., or exempli gratia^ for example. 

The letters ». ^., or id est, that is ; id. or idem, 
the same. 

Viz,^ tiddieet, that is to say. 

Vide, see. N,£.^ nota bene, take notiee. 

M8., Manuseript. MSS,, Manuseripts. 

OAPITAL LETTERS. 

The first word of every book, ehapter, letter, note, 
or any other pieee of writing, must b^n with a 
eapital letter. The first word also after a full stop, 
and generally affcer a note of interrogation and ex- 
elamation ; unless the sentenees are thrown into 
one general group. 

The appellations of the Deity ; as, God, Messiah, 
Providence, &c. Proper names of persons, plaees, 
streets, mountains, rivers, ships, estates, and publie 
buildings. A djectives derived fi:om names of plaees, 
as Roman, English, Spanish, &c. &c. Titlesof 
books, musie, &c. The first word of every line of 

foetry, both rhyme and blank verse. The pronoun 
, and the interjection 0. Other words may begin 
with eapitals when they are the prineipal suDJect of 
a eomposition. 

THE END. 



J. Riekerby, Printer, Sherboum Lane, Gity. 
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